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Overview

The Memphis and Shelby County HPV Cancer Prevention Roundtable (Memphis Roundtable) has acted on
its vision to serve as a leader in HPV vaccination efforts in Memphis and Shelby County, Tennessee. Since
the Fourth Annual Meeting of the Memphis Roundtable in September 2024, several activities have been
conducted and are planned.

Executive Committee

The Memphis Roundtable Executive Committee elected in September 2024 will hold another election at the
end of their two-year term in September 2026. The current members are permitted to run again, and new
members are also encouraged to run for a seat on the committee. The committee provides guidance for the
operation of the Memphis Roundtable for a two-year term. They have met continuously since 2022 and meet
monthly, every 2" Thursday at 10 a.m.

Planning Committee

The Memphis Roundtable Planning Committee was formed to organize programming, events, and activities in
support of the Roundtable. They have met four times since September 2022 and are scheduled to meet
monthly, every 3 Thursday of each month at 2 p.m.

Memphis and Shelby County HPV Cancer Prevention Roundtable Priorities

The Memphis Roundtable established priorities for the 2025 calendar year that focus on engagement and
membership, communication, data, and health care providers and professionals education. Since the
Memphis Roundtable Fourth Annual Meeting in September 2024, many efforts have been made to address the
identified priorities, and select examples are highlighted in this report.

Engagement and Membership

The Memphis Roundtable held monthly meetings of the Executive Committee and Planning Committee to plan
and implement activities aimed at promoting membership, increasing diversity, and enhancing local impact.

As of September 3, 2025, the Memphis Roundtable has 199 members, including 48 who joined since
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September 24, 2024. Our members represent more than 35 health care and community serving organizations.

The Memphis Roundtable regularly participates in meetings of the Tennessee Vaccine Access Cooperative
and Tennessee Cancer Coalition (TC2), and supports the efforts of the Roundtable membership, partners and
supporters. Other select examples of engagement and membership efforts include:

% Memphis and Shelby County HPV Cancer Prevention
Roundtable Fourth Annual Meeting, September 24,
2024

The Memphis Roundtable successfully hosted its 4th
Annual Meeting on September 24 at the beautiful
Memphis Botanic Garden. The theme, "HPV Vaccination
in Full Bloom," perfectly reflected both the vibrant setting
and our ongoing efforts to promote HPV vaccination.
Nearly 100 health care providers and public health
professionals attended, engaging in a full day of
discussions focused on the Roundtable's progress over
the past year, updated HPV vaccination data, and
evidence-based programs aimed at improving HPV
cancer prevention.

Photo 1: 4" Annual Meeting, September 2024

Protecting Our Little Pumpkins Open House, October
2024

The Memphis Roundtable hosted its very first Open
House on October 29, themed "Protecting Our Little
Pumpkins." Held at Midtown Bramble and Bloom, the
evening was filled with engaging discussions about our
mission to prevent HPV cancers and opportunities for
attendees to get involved. Participants enjoyed learning
more about the Roundtable’s impact and even had a
chance to create their own pumpkin-themed floral
arrangements, adding a seasonal touch to the
experience.

Photo 2: Protecting Our Little Pumpkins Open House, October 2024
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Chi Eta Phi Health Fair Expo and Symposium, February 8,
2025

The Memphis Roundtable, in collaboration with the St. Jude
HPV Cancer Prevention Program, participated in the
inaugural Health Fair Expo and Symposium hosted by the Chi
Chi Chi Chapter of Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Incorporated — The
Professional Nursing Sorority on February 8 at the McFarland
Community Center.

With nearly 100 community members and nurses in
HPV Cancer attendance, we had the opportunity to share educational
| Prevention materials and resources, while the Shelby County Health
Ll | Program Department provided on-site HPV vaccinations to support
cancer prevention efforts.

Photo 3: Chi Eta Phi Health Fair Expo and Symposium, February 2025

Memphis and Shelby County HPV Cancer
Prevention Roundtable Mid-Year Meeting, March 18,
2025

The Memphis Roundtable hosted a mid-year meeting
with 47 attendees from the local community, including
clinicians and community partners. Attendees
participated in action planning and discussion to
identify and refine priorities for 2025.

Photo 3: Chi Eta Phi Health Fair Expo and Symposium, February 2025
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Get into the Swing of Recommending HPV Cancer Prevention Open House, June 12, 2025

The Memphis Roundtable hosted Get into the Swing of Recommending HPV Cancer Prevention, which was an
open house filled with fun, networking, and education at Topgolf Memphis. We were thrilled to welcome 25
attendees who joined us to learn more about the Memphis Roundtable and HPV vaccination, while exploring
how they can support HPV cancer prevention efforts across our region.

Al L1 I L.AoG

Photo 4: Get into the Swing of Recommending HPV Caner Prevention Open House, June 2025

Building a Community Where HPV Vaccination Can Grow, Annual Meeting Engagement, August-
September 2025

In the weeks leading up to the “HPV Vaccination in Full Bloom” Annual Meeting, The Memphis Roundtable
distributed 150 invitations to up to local providers and targeted clinics in Memphis and Shelby County.

Tennessee Chapter of American Academy of Pediatrics |
(TNAAP) 2025 Tennessee State Pediatric Conference,
August 23, 2025

The Memphis Roundtable was able to support the
Tennessee State Pediatric Conference by providing
educational resources and outreach to 120 attendees. This
engagement helped reinforce to providers across the state
that their voices and roles are essential in increasing HPV
vaccination and advancing cancer prevention efforts.

Photo 5: Tennessee Chapter of American Academy of Pediatrics
(TNAAP) 2025 Tennessee State Pediatric Conference, August 23, 2025
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Memphis and Shelby County HPV Cancer Prevention Roundtable HPV Vaccination in Full Bloom Fifth
Annual Meeting, September 23, 2025

The Memphis Roundtable Fifth Annual Meeting will be held on September 23, 2025, on the campus of St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The meeting presenters will provide an annual
progress report, review national and local HPV data, and plan for 2026 HPV cancer prevention priorities.

Communication

Memphis Roundtable Webpage

The Memphis Roundtable webpage is regularly updated with information, resources, and upcoming events and
can be accessed at stjude.org/memphis-roundtable.

Monthly Active Campaign Communications, January 2025 - Present

The Memphis Roundtable initiated a monthly email campaign through Active Campaign to share updates with
450 Roundtable members, partners, and supporters. A “Fact and Myth” session was introduced, creating
space to directly address misinformation surrounding HPV vaccination. This addition helps to equip members
with accurate information and evidence-based messaging to better inform their communities and counter
common myths. Eight newsletters have been sent out this year, and on average, about 38 percent of email
recipients open this communication on a monthly basis.

Monthly Newsletters Opened Rate Unopened Rate Bounce Rate
January Newsletter 41% 59% 0.64%
February Newsletter 37% 63% 43%

March Newsletter 38% 62% 0%

April Newsletter 36% 62% 0.2%

May Newsletter 37% 63% 0%

June Newsletter 39% 61% 21%

July Newsletter 37% 63% 0%

August Newsletter 36% 64% 0%

It’s Our Way Down South Co-Branded Posters, May - September 2025

5" Annual Meeting | HPV Vaccination in Full Bloom 2025 | Annual Progress Report



The Memphis Roundtable partnered with the HPV

. . HPV Cancer
Vaccination of the Southee}st Roundtable to co-branded HSORISIARER Provention 9 ¥
and distributed over 160 /t’s Our Way Down South co- SN Ramtavie 5 &

branded posters to local clinics and providers. The It’s Our
Way Down South campaign is a communications initiative
that highlights southern characteristics, those we share
across the region and those unique to each state or
jurisdiction in the Southeast, while also promoting HPV
vaccination.

It's Our Way in Memphis Postcards, October 2025

The Memphis Roundtable developed and plans to
distribute /t’s Our Way in Memphis postcards to local
clinics and providers. This campaign builds on the
Southeast HPV Vaccination Roundtable’s /t’s Our Way
Down South initiative, while highlighting Memphis’ unique
character and charm and promoting HPV vaccination. . protectyour child
’ with HPV vaccinatio

It’s Our Way in Memphis Posters, October 2025

The Memphis Roundtable developed and plans to B
distribute /t’s Our Way in Memphis posters to local clinics ctrosstin o A
and providers. This campaign builds on the Southeast HPV by e A
Vaccination Roundtable’s It’s Our Way Down South e rgioo
initiative, while highlighting Memphis’ unique character
and charm and promoting HPV vaccination.

Data

The Memphis and Shelby County HPV Cancer Prevention Roundtable routinely monitored HPV vaccination
coverage for Shelby County and made comparisons across neighboring counties and Tennessee.

According to the Shelby County Health Department, by the end of 2024 several Vaccines for Children (VFC)
providers in Shelby County had achieved HPV vaccination completion rates in the 50% range, with the highest
at 56%. In addition, 16 providers reported completion rates in the 40% range, demonstrating continued
progress and momentum toward higher vaccination coverage across the county.

According to TennlIS data, from 2019 to 2024, HPV vaccination rates for ages 11-17 in Shelby County

increased by 14.7%, compared to 6.9% in Tennessee and 19.5% nationwide. While national coverage has
grown at a faster pace, Shelby County’s vaccination rates continue to show steady progress.
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Exploring Determinants of HPV Vaccination in the Memphis Metropolitan Statistical Area Student-Led
Survey, November 2024- December 2024

Whitney Ziegenhorn, a Master of Science student at the St. Jude Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences,
with support from the Memphis Roundtable, conducted a study to better understand the knowledge, beliefs,
and social determinants influencing HPV vaccination rates in the Memphis metropolitan statistical area (MSA).
The online survey, conducted from November to December 2024, included 188 eligible participants—86%
female and 13% male, with the majority aged 45 and older.

Findings revealed strong overall knowledge about HPV and highlighted the critical role of health care providers
and trusted information sources in shaping vaccination decisions—more so than access or cost. Whitney will
prepare a presentation of her findings to share with Memphis Roundtable members at the Fifth Annual
Meeting.

National HPV Conference, April 15-17,2025

The Memphis Roundtable presented its poster,
Enhancing HPV Vaccination Uptake: The Role of the
Memphis and Shelby County HPV Cancer Prevention
Roundtable in Local Communities, to more than 400
attendees at the inaugural National HPV Conference,
held April 15-17 in Indianapolis, Indiana. This landmark
event brought together health care professionals and
advocates from across the United States, all dedicated to
HPV prevention, education, and advocacy. Unlike
broader public health conferences, this gathering placed
HPV at the center of every conversation, creating a
unique space to showcase local strategies and
collaborative efforts that have contributed to steadily
increasing HPV vaccination rates in Memphis and Shelby
County.

Memphis and Shelby County HPV Vaccination Data Profile, September 2025

The Memphis Roundtable has developed and plans to release an HPV vaccination data profile for Memphis
and Shelby County. This profile highlights local coverage trends, encourages Roundtable membership, and
issues an urgent call for collective action.

National Immunization Conference, October 2025

Akeria Taylor is set to give a poster presentation, Advancing HPV Cancer Prevention Through Education: The
Impact of the Memphis and Shelby County HPV Cancer Prevention Roundtable, to attendees of the 2025
International Cancer Education Conference. The presentation will highlight evidence-based strategies,
including health care provider and professional seminars and the Announcement Approach trainings, that have
strengthened HPV vaccine recommendation practices among local providers. Preliminary data indicates
positive progress in HPV vaccination coverage, underscoring the effectiveness of education-driven
interventions.
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Health Care Providers and Professionals Education

Empowering Conversations: Enhancing HPV Vaccine Uptake with the Announcement Approach,
November 14, 2024

The Memphis Roundtable, in partnership with the Tennessee Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics
(TNAAP), hosted Empowering Conversations: Enhancing HPV Vaccination Uptake with the Announcement
Approach, a clinical educational dinner. This event aimed to equip local health care providers with effective
strategies to promote timely HPV vaccination and prevent HPV cancers. The session focused on introducing
the Announcement Approach, an evidence-based intervention to facilitate clear, confident conversations about
vaccination. Nearly 40 local healthcare professionals attended, gaining valuable training on leading the
Announcement Approach to enhance HPV vaccination coverage in the community.

Sixth Annual Pediatric Advanced Practice Provider Conference, November 15, 2024

The Memphis Roundtable, in partnership with the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program team, sponsored
the Sixth Annual Pediatric Advanced Practice Provider Conference: Best Practice, Best Care. Hosted by Le
Bonheur Children’s Hospital, University of Tennessee Health Science Center - College of Nursing, and the
Blues City Chapter of the National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners, this unique conference focused
on best practices for nurse practitioners and physician assistants who care for pediatric patients. We had the
valuable opportunity to promote HPV vaccination and share educational materials with nearly 50 nurse
practitioners and physician assistants in attendance, supporting our mission to improve HPV cancer prevention
in our community.

Making HPV Vaccination Accessible, February 11, 2025

The Memphis Roundtable hosted a virtual seminar, Making HPV Vaccination Accessible, with nearly 80
attendees. The session highlighted innovative approaches to expanding HPV vaccination access, including
mobile clinics that bring services directly to communities and school-based initiatives designed to increase
vaccination rates among adolescents. These examples demonstrated the impact of meeting families where
they are and underscored the importance of alternative care settings in improving HPV vaccination coverage.

HPV 101 and Announcement Approach
Training with Training Baptist Health Sciences |
University College of Osteopathic Medicine,
March-April 2025

The Memphis Roundtable presented an HPV 101
overview to medical students at Baptist Health
Sciences University College of Osteopathic
Medicine. This informative and engaging session
allowed future health care professionals to
explore the causes, prevention, and broader
impact of HPV cancers. Twenty students
participated in this learning session, which also
served as a gateway to an Announcement
Approach Training, led by their professor,
Christine Hartford, MD.

Photo 8: HPV 101 and Announcement Approach Training with
Training Baptist Health Sciences University College of Osteopathic
Medicine, March-April 2025
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Strengthening HPV Vaccination Conversations
with the Announcement Approach, July 24,
2025

The Memphis Roundtable successfully hosted
Strengthening HPV Vaccination Conversations
with the Announcement Approach. This engaging
evening brought together 20 dedicated attendees
who share a passion for advancing HPV
vaccination and cancer prevention in our
community. Through the evidence-based training,
participants strengthened their skills in delivering
strong, strong recommendation for HPV
vaccination using the Announcement Approach, a
proven strategy designed to improve vaccine
uptake.

Photo 9: Strengthening HPV Vaccination Conversations with the
Announcement Approach, July 24, 2025

Le Bonheur 2" Annual School Nurse Conference, July 29,
2025

The Memphis Roundtable had the incredible opportunity to support
over 180 dedicated school nurses during Le Bonheur Children’s
Hospital’s 2nd Annual School Nurse Conference. This impactful
event brought together frontline school nurses from across the
region for a day of learning, networking, and professional
development—just in time for the upcoming school year. Designed
to provide current education, updated clinical practices, and vital s
community resources, the conference equipped school nurses with
tools to better serve their students' physical and mental well-being.
As proud supporters of this initiative, our team was on-site sharing
information about HPV vaccination and engaging in meaningful
conversations about how school nurses can play a key role in
cancer prevention. By reinforcing the connection between
prevention and access, this collaboration further emphasizes our
shared mission to protect the health of our youth through
education and action.

Photo 9: Le Bonheur 2nd Annual School Nurse Conference, July
29, 2025

Memphis-Shelby County Schools Health Services 2025-2026 Nurse Orientation, July 31, 2025

The Memphis Roundtable and the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program partnered with Memphis-Shelby
County Schools Health Services (MSCS) to engage with a passionate group of 54 local school nurses as they
prepare for the 2025-2026 school year. This gathering was more than just a presentation; it was a call to
action. By strengthening our collaboration with MSCS, we continue to build impactful partnerships that promote
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HPV vaccination across Memphis and Shelby County. Our shared goal is to equip school nurses with the latest
knowledge and tools they need to confidently advocate for HPV vaccination and help boost uptake among
students.

Other Activities

The Gift of Vaccines, December 7, 2024

Tennessee Families for Vaccines partnered with the Memphis Roundtable to host an engaging event in
Chattanooga, Tennessee bringing together over 20 vaccine champions, both new and experienced, for a day
of fun, fellowship, and food. Participants explored critical topics such as legislative advocacy, countering
misinformation, understanding vaccination policy in Tennessee, and emphasizing the importance of vaccines
in protecting public health. The event fostered a welcoming and empowering atmosphere.

Tennessee Department of Health’s Vaccine Preventable Disease and Immunization Program
(VPDIP) Immunization Provider Expo, May 7, 2025

The Tennessee Department of Health Vaccine-Preventable Diseases and Immunization Program (VPDIP)
hosted its virtual Immunization Provider Expo. This year’s theme, Immunization Across the Lifespan”, focused
on the unique immunization needs and challenges individuals face at every stage of life—from pregnancy and
infancy to adolescence, adulthood, and older age. With over 600 online attendees, Akeria Taylor, MPH, as a
representative of the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention team had the opportunity to emphasize a critical
message: HPV vaccination is cancer prevention. The presentation gave an overview of HPV cancers in the
United States specifically Tennessee, while also emphasizing the importance of providers delivering a strong
HPV vaccination recommendation and outlined effective strategies for doing so.

Upcoming Events

2025 International Cancer Education Conference, October 2025

Akeria Taylor is set to give a poster presentation, Advancing HPV Cancer Prevention Through Education:
The Impact of the Memphis and Shelby County HPV Cancer Prevention Roundtable, to attendees of the
2025 International Cancer Education Conference. The presentation will highlight evidence-based
strategies, including health care provider and professional seminars and the Announcement Approach
trainings, that have strengthened HPV vaccine recommendation practices among local providers.
Preliminary data indicates positive progress in HPV vaccination coverage, underscoring the effectiveness
of education-driven interventions.

Elevating Provider Communication for HPV Vaccination, November 2025

The Memphis and Shelby County HPV Cancer Prevention Roundtable will host an upcoming clinical
educational training, Elevating Provider Communication for HPV Vaccination. This session will educate local
providers on the critical importance of administering the HPV vaccine by the 13th birthday to prevent HPV
cancers in adulthood, while introducing the Announcement Approach Training.

Save the Date: Memphis and Shelby County HPV Cancer Prevention Roundtable Mid-Year Meeting —
March 17, 2026.

Summary
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This annual progress report represents the focused growth of the Memphis Roundtable and its activities. By
aiming for increased membership with new and diverse HPV vaccination partners, we can capture unique
opportunities for programs that impact our HPV vaccination efforts. These programs will highlight best
practices for real application in health care practices across Memphis and Shelby County. They will also
provide our community advocates with the tools and resources needed to advocate for HPV vaccination at the
grassroots level.

We continue to ask for your input and suggestions on how we can improve HPV vaccination in Memphis and
Shelby County. We need YOU to make this happen! Join our Planning Committee and work groups as they
are established around the business of the HPV Roundtable. Help us to identify additional targets in the local
community to promote HPV education and vaccination. You are an HPV champion, and your voice is
important in promoting cancer prevention. We look forward to collaborating with you soon.

For more information, please visit stjude.org/memphis-roundtable. Please help us identify potential new
members to join us in our efforts to increase HPV vaccination in Memphis and Shelby County. St. Jude HPV
Cancer Prevention Program serves as the backbone organization for the Roundtable. For more information,
please contact Akeria Taylor at akeria.taylor@stjude.org
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