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Why focus on rural HPV vaccination?

Higher HPV cancers 

among rural 

populations

Lower HPV 

vaccination among 

rural populations

Rural doesnôt mean 

ñone size fits allò

stjude.org/hpvrural



Rural HPV Vaccination Priorities

Promote starting 

HPV vaccination at 

age 9 in rural 

communities.

Compile and share 

existing resources 

for addressing HPV 

vaccination with 

rural communities.

Develop or adapt 

health care provider 

and health care 

professional HPV 

vaccination training 

resources for those 

serving rural 

communities.

Explore policy 

influences on HPV 

vaccination in rural 

areas.

Develop, test, and 

disseminate easy-

to-use messages 

for rural audiences.

Review and update 

existing resources 

and data on HPV 

vaccination and 

HPV cancers in 

rural communities.

DataAdvocacy and Policy Communication
Training

Providers
Existing

Resources

Informed by the St. Jude Rural HPV Vaccination Think Tank  Å  Learn more at stjude.org/hpvrural

Start at Age 9



MARCH 4 IS

INTERNATIONAL HPV 
AWARENESS DAYRural HPV Vaccination Webpage

Å Priority action steps to improve rural 

HPV vaccination coverage

Å Rural quarterly updates meetings 

(register and view past recordings)

Å Wide Open Spaces articles 

Å Rural HPV vaccination fact sheet

Å And more!

Use the QR code to access the following resources:

stjude.org/hpvrural
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stjude.org/hpvrural
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Vaccine in Appalachia: I Vaccinate
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Learning Objective

Discuss how implementation science methods and an integrated 
approach can reduce HPV associated cancer risk among 

patients from rural communities



Appalachian Region
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ÁAppalachia consists of 423 counties in 13 states 

Á5 regions: Northern, North Central, Central, South 

Central and Southern

Á26.3 million residents (about 8% of total U.S. 

population) 

ÁMedian age = 41.3 years old

ÁPopulation is 20.2% minority

ÁMedian household income of $56,780 (US=$69k)
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ÁHigh incidence and mortality rates for cervical 

cancer

ÁHigh prevalence of risk factors for cervical cancer:

Ásmoking, lack of cervical screening, high rates of 

high-risk HPV infection, and low HPV 

vaccination rates 

ÁGenetic alterations contribute to elevated risk of 

cervical cancer in non-smokers

ÁSocial networks of smokers reinforce smoking

ÁPoor follow-up after abnormal Pap tests

ÁStress increases risk of persistent HPV infection

Prior Work by Team in Appalachia

Paskett et al., Cancer Prev, 2020 12


