
We will begin shortly.
While you wait:

Join in the discussion on Mentimeter.
Three ways to join:
Å Go to www.menti.com and use the code 4537 5389

ÅGo to https://www.menti.com/al4ewkch71q4

Å Scan the QR code with your camera phone

Take the state facts quiz on Mentimeter.
Three ways to join:
Å Go to www.menti.com and use the code 1233 5214

ÅGo to https://www.menti.com/alk1ipr6gnip

ÅScan the QR code with your camera phone

Visit our new webpage at stjude.org/southeast-roundtable
Å Sign up for the Southeast Roundtable listserv on the new webpage.

http://www.menti.com/
https://www.menti.com/al4ewkch71q4
http://www.menti.com/
https://www.menti.com/alk1ipr6gnip
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Housekeeping

Å If you are not a presenter, please keep your camera turned off and your 

microphone muted until we get to the discussion and action steps portion 

of todayôs meeting.

Å Todayôs meeting will be recorded. In addition, the recording link will be 

posted publicly in the future.

Å If you have any issues during todayôs seminar, please use the chat or 

email PreventHPV@stjude.org.

Å We will use the chat for questions. You can post these at any time to 

engage with the presenters and organizers.

mailto:PreventHPV@stjude.org


AGENDA

Welcome 

Southeastern State Updates: Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana, North Carolina & Puerto Rico

Questions & Answers

Action Steps

Closing Remarks and Evaluation
Join Listserv

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

Recap of March 30 and April 27 Meeting s



Southeastern States + Puerto Rico 

1. Alabama

2. Arkansas

3. Florida

4. Georgia

5. Kentucky

6. Louisiana

7. Mississippi

8. North Carolina

9. South Carolina 

10. Tennessee

11. Virginia

12. West Virginia 

13. Puerto Rico

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable



Planning Committee Members

¶ Lindsay Barr, West Virginia Center for Rural Health 
Development (West Virginia)

¶ Bob Bednarczyk, Emory University (Georgia)

¶ Heather Brandt, St. Jude Childrenôs Research Hospital
¶ Katie Crawford, American Cancer Society
¶ Elaine Darling, West Virginia Center for Rural Health 

Development (West Virginia)

¶ Gabby Darville-Sanders, National HPV Vaccination 
Roundtable

¶ Amy Ellis, American Cancer Society (Mississippi)

¶ Marcie Fisher-Borne, American Cancer Society
¶ Kim Hale, American Cancer Society (South Carolina)
¶ Sherrick Hill, Massey Cancer Center, Virginia Commonwealth 

University (Virginia)

¶ Duha Magzoub, St. Jude Childrenôs Research Hospital
¶ Jennifer Nkonga, American Cancer Society
¶ Jill Pait, American Cancer Society (North Carolina)
¶ Dee Sinard, ImmunizeTN (Tennessee)

¶ Francine Walton, O'Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center at 
the University of Alabama Birmingham (Alabama)

¶ Shimeka Chretien-Bass, American Cancer Society
¶ Vivian Colon Lopez, Puerto Rico Comprehensive Cancer 

Center, University of Puerto Rico (Puerto Rico)

¶ Nikki Hayes, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
¶ Pam Hull, Markey Cancer Center, University of Kentucky 

(Kentucky)
¶ Heather Mercer, Arkansas Immunization Action Coalition 

(Arkansas)
¶ Beth Poore, South Carolina Department of Health & 

Environmental Control (South Carolina)

¶ Vanessa Sheppard, Massey Cancer Center, Virginia 
Commonwealth University (Virginia)

¶ Letitia Thompson, American Cancer Society (Southeast)
¶ Susan Vadaparampil, Moffitt Cancer Center (Florida)

¶ Donna Williams, Louisiana State University, Louisiana Cancer 
Prevention and Control Programs (Louisiana)

¶ Jennifer Young Pierce, Mitchell Cancer Institute, University of 
South Alabama (Alabama)

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable



Why reconvene southeastern states?

By coming together, we can discuss:

¶ Conditions surrounding HPV vaccination and HPV cancer prevention;

¶ HPV vaccination success stories ï and how these may be leveraged and replicated in other 

areas of the southeast;

¶ Challenges facing HPV vaccination ï and how we may support each other to overcome such 

barriers; and

¶ Opportunities to improve HPV vaccination coverage in each state and across the region.

Join in the conversation:

ÅGo to www.menti.com and use the code 4537 5389

ÅGo to https://www.menti.com/al4ewkch71q4

Å Scan the QR code with your camera phone

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

http://www.menti.com/
https://www.menti.com/al4ewkch71q4


March 30 and April 27 
Recap

Francine Walton, MPH

OôNeal Comprehensive 

Cancer Center at the 

University of Alabama 
at Birmingham

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable



March 30 Meeting: Action Steps

1. Data deep dives to investigate how multiple data sources may be 

analyzed and used to inform geographic responses and gender disparities

2. Strategic activities result from strategic partnerships by engaging key 

groups

3. Explore innovative approaches to reach key populations, such as mobile 

units, roadshows, and communication campaigns

4. Address misinformation, disinformation, and malinformation through 
educational approaches to all key audiences and decision makers

5. Advance HPV vaccination through advocacy to close access gaps 

between communities and vaccination

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

Data

Partners

Innovation

Communication

Advocacy



April 27 Meeting: 
Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, & Virgnia

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable



ÅAlabama Dept. of Health is training and deploying nurse practitioners to do colposcopies at the 
local health departments

ÅHPV vaccination rates for Alabama are slightly above the national average

ÅAlabama actively navigates women from BCCEDP to Medicaid program when cancer treatment is 
needed

Å!$0( ÕÓÅÄ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÃÁÎÃÅÒ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÙ ÄÁÔÁ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ Á Ȱ&ÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ #ÅÒÖÉÃÁÌ #ÁÎÃÅÒȱ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ɀ used by 
ACS CAN to advocate for more state funding

ÅMajor payer promoting HPV vaccination among their members beginning summer 2022

ÅOral Cancer Awareness Month ɀ Mitchell Cancer Institute

ÅGo Teal and White ɀ Mitchell Cancer Institute

Major Accomplishments
April 27 Meeting: Alabama

Presenter:Nancy Wright, MPH and Francine Walton, MPH



Major Accomplishments in the past 2 -3 years

Immunize Arkansaspartnered 

with the Delta Dental 

Foundation and the Arkansas 

Department of Health to 

develop a toolkit for dental 

practices to educate 

patients/parents about the 

HPVvaccine.

HPVToolkit for Dental Practices

Immunize Arkansas,with 

funding from the Arkansas 

Cancer Coalition, developed a 

toolkit for communities to host 

educational workshopsabout 

HPV/HPVvaccination in an 

effort to increase acceptance 

of the HPVvaccine.

HPVToolkit for Communities

TheAmerican Cancer Society 

held a training with ExpressRx 

pharmacy chain in Arkansasto 

expand HPVvaccination 

outreach in rural communities. 

ExpressRxhas11locations in 

Arkansas,primarily in rural 

areas.

Pharmacy Partnership HPVSummit

On May5, 2023, Immunize 

Arkansaswill host the 6th HPV 

Summit. In April 2020, we pivoted 

to a virtual event and had 120 

attendees. The2020 HPVSummit 

wasone of the first virtual events 

in Arkansasduring COVID.The 

2023 HPVSummit will be fully in-

person and will be the first in-

personevent since 2019.

April 27 Meeting: Arkansas



Key Accomplishments 2014 ς 2022 

Å Wrote competitive application making Georgia one of 11 states 
ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ /5/Ωǎ ǘǿƻ-day HPV workshop that led to 
development and execution of 12-month HPV work plan.

Å Successful partnership for passage of Senate Bill 41 expanding 
access across Georgia to vaccines through pharmacists

Å Increased social media presence over 200% through posts

Å Recognized a total of 28 HPV champions

Å Established new partnerships with elected state officials

Å {ǘŀǘŜ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ άSomeone You Loveέ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 
screening

Å Supported Mother/Daughter and Father/Son HPV Dinners and 
educational events (including Girl Scouts Collaboration).

Å {ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ άSomeone You Loveέ ŀƴŘ άLady Gangaέ 
presentations

Å Leading development of HPV focused goals for new Georgia 
Cancer Plan. 

April 27 Meeting: Georgia



Accomplishments in Virginia

HPV Vaccination Rates: rates are 

continuing to improve (though 

more slowly than we would like)

Policy Success: as of July 2021, HPV 

immunization is required for all 

boys and girls entering 7th grade 

77.3% > 1 dose

64.9% UTD

April 27 Meeting: Virginia



April 27 Meeting: Action Steps

1. Prioritize HPV focused work through Southeastern state comprehensive 

cancer programs to address disparities in HPV vaccination coverage rates 

in each state.

2. Provide more information and services in rural areas.

3. Change the focus from prevention to elimination of cancers.

4. Create HPV vaccination social media campaigns.

5. Identify top examples of HPV vaccination and HPV cancer data sources 

for replication in other states.

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

Data

Partners

Rural

Social media

Elimination



State Updates

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

Moderated by:

Nikki Hayes, MPH

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention



Florida

Taylor Witkowski, MPH, CHES®

Moffitt Cancer Center
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HPV Roundtable Southeast
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Community Health Educator

May 25, 2023

Moffitt Cancer Center

Office of Community Outreach, Engagement & Equity



Did you Know?
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No matter where you are in 

Florida, you are never more 

than 60 miles from a beach!

Florida has more than 8,400 

miles of tidal shoreline

second only to Alaska!



Eliminate cervical cancer as a public health problem 
in Florida by increasing vaccination against human 

papillomavirus (HPV)  and increasing cervical cancer 
screening

https://www.ccrab.org/cancer-plan

Florida Cancer Plan goal for 2025 ð 93%

Clement K. Gwede, PhD, MPH, RN, FAAN 

Chair

Moffitt Cancer Center 

Health Outcomes & Behavior

Bobbie Mckee, PhD

Moffitt Cancer Center

Research Advocacy

Public Policy Director

Erin Kobetz, PhD, MPH

Vice Chair

Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center

https://www.ccrab.org/cancer-plan


Key Partners in HPV Prevention

21

ÅCongresswoman Kathy Castor

ÅState Cancer Control Collaboratives

ÅFL SHOTS
Government

ÅNemours Childrenõs Hospital

ÅAdvent Health

ÅFQHCs

ÅSunshine Health

Healthcare

ÅCervical Cancer Free Florida

ÅAmerican Cancer Society

ÅHPV Cancers Alliance

ÅProject LINK

ÅSuperman HPV

Non-Profit

ÅHillsborough Community College

ÅUniversity of MiamiEducation

ÅPatient and Family Advisory Council

ÅTampa Bay Community Cancer Network 

Patients and 
Community Members



Major Accomplishments: Pride Points
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Data & Research

ÅFL Charts

ÅFL SHOTS

ÅCatchment area expansion

ÅHPV MISTICS (Multilevel 
Intervention Strategies Targeting 
Immunization in Community 
Settings)

Outreach

ÅHELPS (HPV Elimination- 
Leading Progress Statewide) 
Symposium

ÅHPV toolkit (Sunshine Health)

ÅProvider trainings (Advent 
Health) 

ÅHPV vaccinations in back-to-
school clinics (Project LINK)

Policy

ÅCounty proclamations

ÅMedicaid fee for service 
coverage  

ÅPREVENT HPV Act

ÅCongressional briefing 
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HPV Awareness Day: March 4th 2020-2022 

141 participants (In-person, 2020)
~200 Participants (Virtual, 2021)

99 Participants (Virtual, 2022)

Participants:

Physicians, Nurse, RN, LPN, Professionals in research, other public health professionals, cancer care coordinators, patient navigators, 

pediatric specialists

Key Takeaways:
Å Benefits of initiating vaccines at age 9

Å Barriers for providers and parents and how to address

Å Current HPV data 

Å Impact of Survivor story

Suggestions for next Summit:
¶ Continue survivor stories

¶ Create a joint action plan/deliverable to guide future work

¶ Updates on HPV research, policy, community efforts, vaccination rates

¶ Workgroups (e.g., policy/system change, provider education, parent 

education, data, etc.)

¶ In person events

HELPS HPV Symposium
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ÅProvider education on immunizations, 

importance of receiving vaccines, 

barriers and vaccine hesitancy

 

Å2021- implemented a pilot program to 

10 practices 

Å9 showed improvement

Å2022- expanded to 25 practices 

Å19 showed improvement

ÅAddition of Community events

ÅProvider AND Clinic Staff education 

based on Announcement method

ÅCommunications focused on 

ÅYouth starting at age 9

ÅCancer prevention

ÅMale head and neck cancer 

incidence

ÅChanging language from òProvideró to 

òPresenteró



Å Operate 7 back-to-school clinics across Hillsborough County

Å Plant City, Ruskin, Dover, West Tampa, North Tampa, East 

Tampa, Central Tampa

Å Partners with the Back-to-school coalition 

Å HPV education and HPV vaccines are offered as part of the 

recommended vaccinations

Å In 2022, service outcomes from outreach efforts:

¶ Required Immunizations ð 532 Children;

¶ Recommended Immunizations- 236 Children (Haemophilus 

influenza type b (Hib),Pneumococcal conjugate (PCV13),Hepatitis A 

(Hep A), Human Papilloma Virus (HPV))

¶ COVID 19 Vaccines ð 19 Children

¶ School Physicals ð 885 Children

¶ Shot Records Updates/Transfers Only- 475 Children

25



Challenges & Lessons Learned

26

Challenges

ÅEngaging community clinics in research requires mutually 
beneficial projects

ÅStatic invitation for collaboration in research projects not met with 
overwhelming support or participation

Lessons Learned

ÅIntentional relationship building 

ÅIncentivize centers

ÅActively involving center associates in size and scope of projects



HPV MISTICS
Multilevel Intervention Strategies Targeting Immunization in Community Settings

Partner
Health Choice Network (HCN)

Reach 
Eight Florida-based HCN FQHCs

Intervention Components
Provider level: Announcement Approach Training 

Parent level: Pre-visit post cards

System level: HPV Vaccine Champion to review and share vaccine rates and 
implement reminder/recall using FL SHOTS

Aims
Aim 1: Test whether our MISTICS intervention increases HPV vaccine 

initiation and completion rates among 11ð17-year-old adolescents 
in 8 HCN FQHCs in FL.       

Aim 2: Explore other factors related to the intervention effect.                               

Aim 3: Explore implementation outcomes (reach, adoption, 
implementation, maintenance and sustainability) and identify 
implementation barriers and facilitators with a focus on equity.

27

Susan Vadaparampil, PhD, MPH

Associate Center Director, COEE
Senior Member, Health Outcomes 

& Behavior

Shannon Christy, PhD

Assistant Member, Health 
Outcomes & Behavior

Funded in 2022 by the Florida Department of Health 

with funds from the William G. Bankhead and David Coley Cancer Research Program

Moffitt 

Leads

HCN 

Lead

Katherine Chung-Bridges, MD, MPH

Director of Research
Health Choice Network
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Additional Challenges and Opportunities

Challenges

ÅVaccination hesitancy- COVID implications

ÅInconsistent use of evidence-based strategies for HPV vaccination 
recommendation, series initiation and completion among Florida physicians

ÅIncreasing vaccination in 9ð10-year-old group

Opportunities 

ÅIn progress research in HPV prevention 

ÅFrame HPV vaccination as cancer prevention

ÅLeverage Cancer Control Collaboratives to implement evidence-based 
interventions

ÅReach into diverse populations

ÅNontraditional providers



Priority Action Steps

29

Implement priority evidence-based interventions 
in clinical and community settings

ÅPromote strong health care provider 
recommendations.

ÅIntegrate consistent quality improvement 
approaches to build supportive clinical 
systems, use reminder and recall approaches, 
and reduce missed opportunities. 

1

Improve HPV vaccination among priority 
populations by learning of and implementing 

evidence-based outreach strategies 

ÅBuild HPV vaccination confidence in the public, 
especially among parents and caregivers, to 
increase HPV vaccination.

ÅStrengthen partnerships, community 
education, and navigation programs to 
increase vaccination rates and follow-up in 
FQHCs and other community clinics. 

2
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Taylor Witkowski

Community Health Educator

Taylor.Witkowski@moffitt.org

Susan Vadaparampil, PhD

Associate Center Director

Susan.Vadaparampil@moffitt.org

mailto:Taylor.Witkowski@moffitt.org
mailto:Susan.Vadaparampil@moffitt.org


Kentucky

Kari Blackburn, DNP, 

Certified Pediatric 

Nurse Practitioner 

Nurse Consultant

Kentucky Department 

for Public Health

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable



Kentucky HPV Program

Provided By: Immunizations Branch and Immunize Kentucky Coalition



Kentucky Department for Public Health

Fun Facts
ÅKentucky's state motto, adopted in 1942, is "United We 

Stand, Divided We Fall."

ÅNearly half of the state (roughly 48%) is made up of 
forestland.

ÅKentucky's Mammoth Cave is the largestcave system in the 
world. 

ÅTake note! The 3M plant in Cynthiana, Kentucky accounts for 
nearly all of the world's production of Post-It Notes.

Å!ōƻǳǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƎƻƭŘ ƛǎ ƪŜǇǘ 
at Fort Knox. The book value of the gold currently stored 
there ismore than $6.2 billion.

ÅAccording to the Kentucky Distillers' Association, there are 
more bourbon barrels than people in Kentucky. Bourbon is a 
$8.6 billion industry in the state.

ÅThe largest fireworks display in North America happens every 
year in Louisville. Thunder Over Louisville has served as the 
official kickoff to the Kentucky Derby season since 1988.

33

https://www.kentuckytourism.com/travel-tools/about-kentucky/kentucky-facts/symbols-traditions
https://www.post-it.com/3M/en_US/post-it/contact-us/about-us/
https://www.usmint.gov/about/mint-tours-facilities/fort-knox
https://kybourbon.com/industry/impact/
https://thunderoverlouisville.org/history-of-thunder/


Kentucky Department for Public Health

Source: Kentucky Cancer Consortium, 2019:  

State Cancer Plan Goals

34

ÅPrevention

ÅScreening and Early 
Detection

ÅTreatment and Care

ÅQuality of Life

https://www.kycancerc.org/cancer-plans/kentucky-cancer-action-plan-cap/

https://www.kycancerc.org/cancer-plans/kentucky-cancer-action-plan-cap/


Kentucky Department for Public Health

State Cancer Plan Goals

35

 Goals

Reduce incidence of HPV-related cancers by increasing 
initiation and completion of the human papillomavirus 
(HPV) vaccine series among adolescents and young adults 
who meet the Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP) eligibility recommendations:

Å Females: 2vHPV (Cervarix), 4vHPV (Gardasil), and 
9vHPV (Gardasil 9) may be administered ages 9-26. 
Initiation recommended between ages 11 and 12.

ÅMales: 4vHPV and 9vHPV recommended ages 9-21.    
Initiation recommended between ages 11 and 12. 
Males who identify as men who-have-sex-with-
men (MSM) or who are immunocompromised who 
have not previously been vaccinated recommended 
through age 26. 

 Policy and System Changes
Assist with implementation of reminder and recall 
ǘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΩ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ

Encourage community-clinical linkages that increase 
initiation and completion of the HPV vaccine series.

 Health Equity

Focus HPV vaccine promotion in Appalachian 
Kentucky, where cervical cancer rates are higher 
than the rest of the state, with tailored messaging 
for that population.



Kentucky Department for Public Health

State Cancer Plan Goals
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Communication/Education
Å Promote statewide public awareness campaigns that 

encourage the HPV vaccine series.

Å Encourage collaboration with external partners to engage 
creative, multi-level interventions that increase initiation 
and completion of the HPV vaccine series.

Healthcare Professionals
Å Promote evidence-based tools to providers on how to 

recommend the vaccine to parents of adolescent patients.

Å Assist with implementation of reminder and recall tools in 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ  ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΩ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ.

Insurers
ÅCŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ  

Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program for providers who 
serve an eligible adolescent population and would like 
to participate.

Data & Research
Å Collect data on attitudes of healthcare providers and 

parents about the HPV vaccine and examine how those 
perceptions influence vaccination rates in our state.

Å Look beyond the Kentucky Immunization Registry at 
alternative data sources for vaccination rates (e.g., CDC 
Clinical Assessment Software Application, Department 
for Medicaid Services).

Å Determine if existing community guide 
recommendations for immunization are applicable to 
HPV vaccination.



Kentucky Department for Public Health
37



Kentucky Department for Public Health

CDC Data

38



CDC Data



Kentucky Department for Public Health

Data Variables

40

ÅPandemic
ÅLagging childhood vaccines

ÅPandemic
ÅMany more providers that are providing data via IIS

ÅNo requirement for IIS reporting



Kentucky Department for Public Health

ÅKentucky Chapter of the American Cancer 
Society
ÅKentucky Dentistry and Delta Dental

ÅKentucky Chapter of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics

ÅKentucky Voices for Health

ÅFoundation for a Healthy Kentucky

ÅKentucky Rural Health Association

ÅKentucky Cancer Consortium

ÅKentucky Primary Care Association

ÅImmunize Kentucky Coalition

ÅKentucky Department for Public Health 
specific branches:

ÅImmunization Branch

ÅSchool Health Branch

ÅAdolescent Health Branch

HPV Taskforce

These represented organizations/coalitions include:

41

10 different Kentucky healthcare organizations and/or coalitions are currently 
represented in the HPV Taskforce.

Additional members are added regularly as word of the HPV Taskforce spreads.



Kentucky Department for Public Health

Major Accomplishments
The Kentucky HPV Vaccine Conference 
ÅThe KDPH Immunization Branch partnered with the Kentucky Rural Health Association to host a 

statewide HPV Vaccine Conference in April 2022.

ÅOriginally scheduled as an in person conference but was moved to virtual due to different 
conflicting circumstances.

42

ÅConference Details:
Å75 people were in attendance.

ÅMultiple HPV experts from around KY and beyond 
presented a variety of HPV topics such as:

ÁStrategies to Improve HPV Immunization Rates

ÁQuality Improvement and Rural Data 

ÁHPV Vaccine Resources  

ÁInterprofessional Collaborations 

ÁMethods to Assess HPV Vaccine Rates and Increase HPV 
Vaccine Confidence 



Kentucky Department for Public Health

Major Accomplishments
HPV Start @ 9 Vaccination Toolkit
ÅIn the Summer of 2022 the HPV Start @9 vaccination Toolkit was created by the Kentucky 

HPV Taskforce.

ÅThis virtual toolkit gives KY healthcare providers, and fellow Kentuckians access to accurate, 
reliable, and sharable HPV resources. All resources available within this toolkit were either 
created by the Taskforce themselves or compiled and referenced from other reliable 
resources from around the state of KY or the Nation.

43

ÅIncluded in the toolkit is:
ÅDownloadable Social Media samples 

ÅInfographics and Flyers for KY Providers and general 
population

ÅSharable HPV Cancer survivor stories from men and 
women who reside right here in KY

To download or view this toolkit and much more please visit: 
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/pages/iom.aspx

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/pages/iom.aspx


Kentucky Department for Public Health

Major Challenges
ÅWhile not a major challenge, we have decentralized 

health departments and 120 counties
ÅUnique leadership teams and partners for each 

community

ÅCOVID-19
ÅLearned that school is the driver of 

immunization adherence

ÅPresence of a medical home
ÅAccess to care
ÅTrusted messenger

ÅMessaging
ÅChange in messaging that can occur with youth 

in schools
ÅPuberty

ÁSB 150

Å Turnover of entire clinical team and 
communication/education role in the immunization 
branch
ÅPeriod of rebuilding
ÅFresh ideas

Á Parent hesitancy

44



Kentucky Department for Public Health

Challenges and Opportunities

ÅConsistent stakeholder messaging

ÅPromotion of HPV vaccine in young 
adult population

ÅPassionate HPV taskforce
ÅClear strategic plan
ÅStrong, committed work group

ÅReturning to the medical home and 
school post COVID
ÅBack to school vaccines
ÅEarly childhood vaccines
ÅCompeting priorities

45



Kentucky Department for Public Health

Questions for 
Other States
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ωWhat was your largest challenge in getting school nurses to offer HPV vaccine on school grounds? 

ωHow did you get buy in from healthcare staff to use your EV3 toolkit conversation guide? When was this 
implemented? Have you gathered data since implementing to show any success or received any 
feedback on the conversation guide resulting in increased dialogue and immunization rate? 

South Carolina

ωIn your work with the University of Mississippi, how did you connect with the school of pharmacy to 
promote student access to HPV vaccine on campus? 

ω{ƛƴŎŜ ¦aΩǎ It± CǊŜŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΣ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
year? 
ωWhat type of events do you host to promote this offering or how did you share information with 

students to promote this offering? 

ωHow difficult was in to get the 5 slides on HPV incorporated into the all-freshman required EDHD class?  
ωWhat were your largest challenges to having dental providers able to provide HPV vaccination?  

ωHow was this received by dental providers? Were they willing and receptive to your continuing 
education events supporting this? 

ω²ŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ It± ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
caregivers in rural areas.

Mississippi 

ωWho is your target audience for your 2023 4 city Road Show? What does your agenda content entail for 
this? 

ωIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǾƛŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ά¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ ±ŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜǎέ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǾƛŘŜƻǎΚ 

Tennessee 



Kentucky Department for Public Health

Contact Information

Kari Blackburn, DNP, RN, CPNP
Åkblackburn@ky.gov

Å859-979-1698
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mailto:kblackburn@ky.gov


Louisiana

Jennifer Herricks, PhD

Lousiana Families for Vaccines
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VACCINE ADVOCACY IN 

LOUISIANA

Jennifer Herricks, PhD

Founder, Louisiana Families for Vaccines

HPV Vaccination Roundtable of the 

Southeast

May 25, 2023



Fun Facts About Louisiana

The Pelican and Louisiana's State Flag



Fun Facts About Louisiana

Home to the Oldest Known Manmade Structures in the Americas

https://louisianaradionetwork.com/2020/01/20/lsu -indian -mounds -may-be-much -older -than -once-thought/



Fun Facts About Louisiana

Tallest State Capitol Building in the Nation



Fun Facts About Louisiana

Beware the Rougarou



Top 10 nationally for cervical cancer incidence rates

One of the highest cervical cancer death rates in the country

Cervical Cancer & HPV Vaccination in 

Louisiana

Sources: 

https://sjr -redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research -redesign/centers -initiatives/hpv -cancer-prevention -program/hpv -roundtable -materials/state -

profiles/pbf -louisiana -state -profile -09-2022.pdf

https://louisianacancer.org/cancers/cervical -cancer/

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz -managers/coverage/teenvaxview/data -reports/index.html

Vaccination rates higher than the national average



Louisiana Families for Vaccines

We are a volunteer -led, grassroots network of Louisianans dedicated to 

advocating for public health and fact -based public policy and promoting 

immunizations for healthier kids and communities. 

We organize diverse stakeholders and individual advocates from around the 

state to:

Åeducate about vaccines

Åadvocate for evidence -based immunization policy




