
We will begin shortly.

While you wait:

Join in the discussion on Mentimeter.
Three ways to join:

Å Go to www.menti.com and use the code 57 56 55 6

Å Go to https://www.menti.com/alwhp2wft48a

Å Scan the QR code with your camera phone

Visit our new webpage at stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

Å Sign up for the Southeast Roundtable listserv on the new webpage.

http://www.menti.com/
https://www.menti.com/alwhp2wft48a
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AGENDA

Welcome 

Southeastern State Updates: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, and Virginia

Moderated Discussion

Action Steps

Closing Remarks and Evaluation
Join Listserv

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

Recap of March 30 Meeting



Southeastern States + Puerto Rico 

1. Alabama

2. Arkansas

3. Florida

4. Georgia

5. Kentucky

6. Louisiana

7. Mississippi

8. North Carolina

9. South Carolina 

10. Tennessee

11. Virginia

12. West Virginia 

13. Puerto Rico

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable



Planning Committee Members

¶ Lindsay Barr, West Virginia Center for Rural Health 
Development (West Virginia)

¶ Bob Bednarczyk, Emory University (Georgia)

¶ Heather Brandt, St. Jude Childrenôs Research Hospital
¶ Katie Crawford, American Cancer Society
¶ Elaine Darling, West Virginia Center for Rural Health 

Development (West Virginia)

¶ Gabby Darville-Sanders, National HPV Vaccination 
Roundtable

¶ Amy Ellis, American Cancer Society (Mississippi)

¶ Marcie Fisher-Borne, American Cancer Society
¶ Kim Hale, American Cancer Society (South Carolina)
¶ Sherrick Hill, Massey Cancer Center, Virginia Commonwealth 

University (Virginia)

¶ Duha Magzoub, St. Jude Childrenôs Research Hospital
¶ Jennifer Nkonga, American Cancer Society
¶ Jill Pait, American Cancer Society (North Carolina)
¶ Dee Sinard, ImmunizeTN (Tennessee)

¶ Francine Walton, O'Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center at 
the University of Alabama Birmingham (Alabama)

¶ Shimeka Chretien-Bass, American Cancer Society
¶ Vivian Colon Lopez, Puerto Rico Comprehensive Cancer 

Center, University of Puerto Rico (Puerto Rico)

¶ Nikki Hayes, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
¶ Pam Hull, Markey Cancer Center, University of Kentucky 

(Kentucky)
¶ Heather Mercer, Arkansas Immunization Action Coalition 

(Arkansas)
¶ Beth Poore, South Carolina Department of Health & 

Environmental Control (South Carolina)

¶ Vanessa Sheppard, Massey Cancer Center, Virginia 
Commonwealth University (Virginia)

¶ Letitia Thompson, American Cancer Society (Southeast)
¶ Susan Vadaparampil, Moffitt Cancer Center (Florida)

¶ Donna Williams, Louisiana State University, Louisiana Cancer 
Prevention and Control Programs (Louisiana)

¶ Jennifer Young Pierce, Mitchell Cancer Institute, University of 
South Alabama (Alabama)

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable



Why reconvene southeastern states?

By coming together, we can discuss:

¶ Conditions surrounding HPV vaccination and HPV cancer prevention;

¶ HPV vaccination success stories ï and how these may be leveraged and replicated in other 

areas of the southeast;

¶ Challenges facing HPV vaccination ï and how we may support each other to overcome such 

barriers; and

¶ Opportunities to improve HPV vaccination coverage in each state and across the region.

Join in the conversation:

ÅGo to www.menti.com and use the code 6505 1719

Å Go to https://www.menti.com/alwhp2wft48a

Å Scan the QR code with your camera phone

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

http://www.menti.com/
https://www.menti.com/alwhp2wft48a


March 30 Recap & 
Action Steps

Heather M. Brandt, PhD

St. Jude Childrenôs 

Research Hospital

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable



March 30 Meeting: 
South Carolina, Mississippi, Tennessee, and West Virginia

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable



Major 
accomplishments 

in the past 
2-3 years 

(pride points):

Getting out of last place in the nation (2016) and staying 
out!

Maintaining momentum during the pandemic averaging 50 
participants on live zoom quarterly calls!

Est. of the SC Immunization Coalition & Adolescent Task 
Force as a non-profit 

MUSC HPV Vax Van mobile efforts

Funding to work on HPV

Continued support from health department: staff and state 
immunization registry

Presenters: Beth Poore, MEd andKim Hale

March 30 Meeting: South Carolina



The University of Mississippi- School of Pharmacy 
started an HPV Free Campus Project in 2021 to 
encourage students to visit the on campus pharmacy to 
get vaccinated.

In 2022, they received funding to create a toolkit to 
help other MS colleges implement an HPV campus 
campaign. They are now actively working with several 
MS college campuses to implement similar initiatives.  

They also developed 5 HPV slides that were added to 
the EDHE curriculum, which is a required course forALL 
freshman students. 

March 30 Meeting: Mississippi

Presenter: Amy Ellis, American Cancer Society



MSDH Office of Oral Health and University of Mississippi- 
School of Dentistry Partnership

Dentist are now able to give the HPV vaccine in MS. The MSDH Oral Health 
Division provided a CE event on 4-22-22 to educate oral health providers on 
HPV and how they can play a role in increasing vaccination in MS. 

As a result, the UMMC School of Dentistry is now engaged in roundtable and is 
working to become a VFC provider. Their dental students will provide vaccines 
to students in MS South Delta Schools. 

The School of Dentistry is also hosting an ECHO session on HPV on March 24th. 
It is open to oral health providers, nurses, and physicians and CE will be 
provided.   



Major Accomplishments

Formation of the first 
statewide immunization 
coalition ς ImmunizeTN 
ς and social media 
campaign in summer 
2022 for rural 
Tennesseans

Websites: ImmunizeTN: ImmunizeTN.org; St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program: stjude.org/HPV and stjude.org/bright-future; Tennessee Vaccinates video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLeBToxPicM ; Vanderbilt Child Health Poll: https://www.vumc.org/childhealthpolicy/child-health-poll; Vanderbilt Child Health Poll article (2022): 
https://news.vumc.org/2023/02/08/vanderbilt-poll-finds-tennessee-parents-trust-their-childrens-health-care-providers-the-most-for-information-about-vaccines/

St. Jude HPV Cancer 
Prevention Program 
launched to invest 
resources into improved 
HPV vaccination 
coverage to reduce HPV 
cancers

wŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ά¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ 
±ŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜǎέ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜŘ 
video

Important information 
on what people in 
Tennessee think about 
vaccines from the 
Vanderbilt Child Health 
Poll: 2 in 3 parents agree 
that vaccines protect 
their kids and others 

March 30 Meeting: Tennessee



wvruralhealth.org

Å To date 302 WV dentists, dental hygienists, and dental assistants have been trained at 5 regional trainings 

conducted throughout WV. 

Å Additional trainings also offered at State Dental Assoc. Conference.

Å In a follow-up survey a year after the regional trainings:

o 87% of the oral health providers reported that they recommend HPV vaccination to their 

adolescent and young adult patients for cancer prevention.

Å Some dental providers at FQHCs have reported that they ask about HPV vaccination status and refer 

unvaccinated patients to other area of FQHC for vaccination following their dental appointment.

Accomplishments: HPV Vaccination Training 

Opportunities for Dental Providers

March 30 Meeting: West Virginia



March 30 Meeting: Action Steps

1. Data deep dives to investigate how multiple data sources may be 

analyzed and used to inform geographic responses and gender disparities

2. Strategic activities result from strategic partnerships by engaging key 

groups

3. Explore innovative approaches to reach key populations, such as mobile 

units, roadshows, and communication campaigns

4. Address misinformation, disinformation, and malinformation through 
educational approaches to all key audiences and decision makers

5. Advance HPV vaccination through advocacy to close access gaps 

between communities and vaccination

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

Data

Partners

Innovation

Communication

Advocacy



State Updates

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

Moderated by:

Nikki Hayes, MPH

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention



Alabama
Nancy Wright, MPH

Alabama Department of Public 

Health

Francine Walton, MPH

OôNeal Comprehensive Cancer 

Center at the University of 

Alabama at Birmingham

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable



Alabama HPV Efforts



Alabama Fun Fact

The first 911 call was made in Alabama



State goals related to HPV
cancer prevention

Objective: Increase cancer vaccination rates



State Cancer Plan - Strategic Actions

2.1. Conduct outreach activities to motivate populations that experience disproportionate numbers of HPV 
cancers and those with low vaccination rates.

2.2.  Conduct educational campaigns to increase public awareness of the link between HPV/HBV and cancer.

2.3. Encourage community-clinical linkages that increase initiation and completion of the HPV vaccine 
series and hepatitis B vaccination.

2.4. Focus vaccine promotion in cities where cervical, oropharyngeal, and liver cancer rates are higher than 
in the rest of the state, with tailored messaging for that population.

2.5. Encourage collaboration with external partners to engage creative, multi-level interventions that 
increase initiation and completion of the HPV vaccine series.

2.6. Create regular opportunities to teach healthcare personnel about the HPV vaccine and how to 
effectively recommend it to patients.



State Cancer Plan - Strategic Actions Continued

2.7. Support the training of healthcare providers on the evidence-ÂÁÓÅÄ ȰÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈȢȱ 

2.8. Improve reporting of HPV vaccination in the ADPH Immunization Patient Registry with Integrated 
Technology (ImmPRINT) system.

2.9. In concert with the HPV Adolescent and Adult Immunization Task Force, utilize ImmPRINTdata to report 
provider-specific or health-system specific comparative data of HPV vaccination initiation and completion rates.

2.10. Support the use of reminder systems in provider offices to increase HPV vaccination completion rates. 

2.11. Support inclusion of HPV vaccination as a part of the vaccination regimen for students entering seventh 
grade by emphasizing all three recommended vaccines (tetanus-diphtheria-pertussis or Tdap, meningococcal, 
and HPV) be administered on the same day and in the same way.

2.12. Improve access to HPV vaccinations through school-based programs.

2.13. Educate partners on financial resources available for uninsured and underinsured populations for the HPV 
vaccine, including the Vaccine for Children (VFC) program. (Health Equity)



Key HPV Cancer Prevention Partners



Major Accomplishments



ÅADPH is training and deploying nurse practitioners to do colposcopies at the local health 
departments

ÅHPV vaccination rates for Alabama are slightly above the national average

ÅAlabama actively navigates women from BCCEDP to Medicaid program when cancer treatment is 
needed

Å!$0( ÕÓÅÄ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÃÁÎÃÅÒ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÙ ÄÁÔÁ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ Á Ȱ&ÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ #ÅÒÖÉÃÁÌ #ÁÎÃÅÒȱ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ɀ used by 
ACS CAN to advocate for more state funding

ÅMajor payer promoting HPV vaccination among their members beginning summer 2022

ÅOral Cancer Awareness Month ɀ Mitchell Cancer Institute

ÅGo Teal and White ɀ Mitchell Cancer Institute

Major Accomplishments



Organizations that have come together to wipe out cervical cancer as a 

public health problem in Alabama

S
C

A
N

 M
E

!

Å Rotary Club of Birmingham

Å Rotary Club of LaFayette

Å TogetHER for Health

Å UAB Department of 

Obstetrics/Gynecology

Å /ȭ.ÅÁÌ #ÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÖÅ #ÁÎÃÅÒ #ÅÎÔÅÒ

Å Auburn University

Å Quality of Life Health Care Services 

Å Circle of Life

Å Russell Medical Cancer Center

Å Chambers County School District 



¶ Joint effort between the Alabama Department of Public Health, TogetHER for Health, American Cancer 
3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȟ 2ÏÔÁÒÙ #ÌÕÂ ÏÆ "ÉÒÍÉÎÇÈÁÍȟ 5!" $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ /ÂÓÔÅÔÒÉÃÓ Ǫ 'ÙÎÅÃÏÌÏÇÙȟ ÁÎÄ /ȭ.ÅÁÌ 
Comprehensive Cancer Center

¶ 65 primary care providers and public health leaders representing 42 out 67 counties in Alabama 

CERVICAL CANCER SUMMIT ɀ Two days

¶ In-depth discussion about barriers, facilitators, and 
solutions 
¶ HPV vaccination
¶ Cervical cancer screening
¶ Follow-up and treatment for abnormal screening 

results 

¶ DELIVERABLE: Participatory Statewide Action Plan 
to Eliminate Cervical Cancer as a Public Health Problem 
in Alabama to be officially launched next month



Trained 233 providers and staff at 53 practices in 21 Alabama counties 
since January 2020 to raise their HPV vaccination rates

12-month data shows a 10% average increase in HPV vaccination 
completion among 9ɀ13-year-olds at participating practices

Partnered with ADPH, Office of Oral Health, in writing an oropharyngeal cancer 
provider education program for dental providers ɀ used UAB School of Dentistry 
and presented at the Alabama Dental Association Big Sky Seminar





Access to follow-up care after 
abnormal cervical cancer 
screening

ADPH training and deploying 
nurse practitioners to do 
colposcopies

HPV Vaccination uptake 
decreased during COVID-19 
pandemic

Increased the number of 
healthcare providers 
trained/educated on 
recommending HPV vaccination 
to their patients

Major payer promoting HPV 
vaccination directly to their 
members

Major challenges that were overcome in the past 2-3 
years



Catching up on HPV 
vaccination efforts 
after COVID- 19

Remaining challenges & potential opportunities

HPV vaccine listed 
ÁÓ ÁÎ ȰÏÐÔÉÏÎÁÌȱ 
vaccine 

Increasing the number 
of healthcare providers 
trained/educated on 
recommending the HPV 
vaccine to their patients

OPTIONAL



Ideas for Priority Action Steps

)ÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÅÑÕÉÔÙ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÎÅ× #ÁÎÃÅÒ 0ÌÁÎ 
2.13. Educate partners on financial resources available for uninsured 
and underinsured populations for the HPV vaccine, including the 
Vaccine for Children (VFC) program. (Health Equity)

Implement the new statewide Action Plan to Eliminate Cervical Cancer as 
a public health problem in Alabama

Improve rural health outcomes

Training local coordinators in 18 rural and urban Alabama counties to 
implement an evidence-based program to increase HPV vaccination using 
-ÏÔÉÖÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ )ÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×ÉÎÇ ɉ5!" /ȭ.ÅÁÌ #ÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÖÅ #ÁÎÃÅÒ #ÅÎÔÅÒɊ



Questions for other southeastern states 

Are any other states using mobile units
for HPV self-sampling?



Arkansas

Heather Mercer

Immunize Arkansas

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable



Heather Mercer 

Executive Director 

April 27, 2023

Immunize Arkansas
Southeast HPVRoundtable



Cheese dip originated in Arkansas and was 

introduced by Mexico Chiquito restaurant 

in 1935.

Fun Facts About 
Arkansas

Crater of Diamonds State Park is the only 

public diamond dig site in North America 

and one of the only places in the world 

where you can keep what you find.

8.66-carat diamond found at 
Crater of DiamondsState Park



Arkansas State Cancer 
Plan
Increase the proportion of youth who get 

recommended doses of HPVvaccine by 

5%from a baseline of:
Overall - 67.9%Females(2015)

Overall - 64.9%Males(2015)

TO
Overall - 71.3%Females(2025)

Overall - 68.1%Males(2025)

htt ps://arcancercoalition.org/arkansas -cancer-plan/

Source: America's Health Ranking 

2021 Data

https://arcancercoalition.org/arkansas-cancer-plan/


HPVVaccination Rates - Aged 11-14 
Years by County

Ratesare taken 
from ArkansasIIS 
Data March 2023



Vaccination Coverage for Children
Aged 11-14 - School Required
Vaccines by County

Rates taken from

ArkansasIISData

April 2023



Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) 

Arkansas Pharmacists Association 

Arkansas Chapter of AAP

St. Jude Children's Hospital 

Arkansas Children's Hospital 

Arkansas Blue Cross Blue Shield 

Merck

Delta Dental Foundation 

ADHOffice of Oral Health

Arkansas Foundation for Medical 

Care

UAMS,NYITCollege of Osteopathic 

Medicine, Harding University, 

Arkansas Colleges of Health Ed, 

University of Arkansas

American Cancer Society 

School-Based Health Centers

Arkansas Department of Education

Key Partners



Major Accomplishments in
the past 2-3 years

Immunize Arkansaspartnered 

with the Delta Dental 

Foundation and the Arkansas 

Department of Health to 

develop a toolkit for dental 

practices to educate 

patients/parents about the 

HPVvaccine.

HPVToolkit for Dental Practices

Immunize Arkansas,with 

funding from the Arkansas 

Cancer Coalition, developed a 

toolkit for communities to host 

educational workshopsabout 

HPV/HPVvaccination in an 

effort to increase acceptance 

of the HPVvaccine.

HPVToolkit for Communities

TheAmerican Cancer Society 

held a training with ExpressRx 

pharmacy chain in Arkansasto 

expand HPVvaccination 

outreach in rural communities. 

ExpressRxhas11locations in 

Arkansas,primarily in rural 

areas.

Pharmacy Partnership HPVSummit

On May5, 2023, Immunize 

Arkansaswill host the 6th HPV 

Summit. In April 2020, we pivoted 

to a virtual event and had 120 

attendees. The2020 HPVSummit 

wasone of the first virtual events 

in Arkansasduring COVID.The 

2023 HPVSummit will be fully in-

person and will be the first in-

personevent since 2019.



Major Challenges
Initiating HPVVaccine at age nine
ArkansasIISstill has the reminder at age 11.TheArkansas

Department of Health doesn't have any plans to change it.

Lack of Vaccines for Children (VFC) providers 

in 12counties in Arkansas

There are 12counties in the state where the Local Health Unit is 

the only Vaccinesfor Children provider.

Immunize Arkansasis working with the Arkansas 
PharmacistsAssociation to recruit independent 
pharmacies in the yellow counties to 
participate in the VFCprogram.

Provider recommendation

Westill have providers who only recommend

school-required vaccines.



Arkansas State Health Improvement Plan (SHIP)

Increase HPVVaccination Rates of 13-17 year old males/females 

Strategies:

Engageproviders (school nurses,etc.) and provider support organizations (ARChapter of AmericanAcademy 

of Pediatrics, AAFPetc) to train providers on motivational interviewing or HPVroundtable strategies for 

improving rates

Deliver education to dental providers to better counsel patients that HPVvaccine is cancer prevention for 

oropharyngeal cancers

Increasethe capacity for automated text outreach (including grants to upgrade EMR,etc)to patients for HPV 

reminders (and other vaccines)

Initiate HPVvaccine at age nine so they complete the seriesby age 14

Priority Action Steps:



Strategic Implementation of 
ARSHIPPriorities

Scorecard that will serve as the collaboration tool

Ongoing work will focus on the execution of the 

action items for strategies

Monthly meetings for the workgroup to check-in



Strategy 1- Actions to deliver



Thankyou!

Heather Mercer, Immunize Arkansas



Georgia

stjude.org/southeast-roundtable

Robert Bednarczyk, PhD, Emory 
University Rollins School of Public 
Health

Gabrielle Darville-Sanders, PhD, 

NationalHPV Vaccination Roundtable



The State of Georgia

Robert A.Bednarczyk, PhD

Associate Professor

Hubert Department of Global Health

Emory University Rollins School of Public Health

Gabrielle Darville-Sanders, PhD, MPH, CHES 

Strategic Director 

National HPV Vaccination Roundtable, American Cancer Society 

Former Co-Chair (2020 ς 2022)



DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ aƻǎǘ Yƴƻǿƴ CƻǊ


