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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
The vision of the HPV Cancer Prevention Program at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is a world free of 
HPV cancers. The program aims to reduce HPV cancer deaths locally, regionally, and nationally by increasing 
on-time HPV vaccination coverage through education, promoting and implementing best practice models, and 
strategic partner engagement. The St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program is committed to advancing key 
population-centered approaches that ensure representation and reflect the strengths and needs of populations 
with higher HPV cancer incidence and mortality rates across all program areas. One of the program’s priority 
populations is people living in rural areas of the United States (U.S.) due to lower HPV vaccination coverage 
and higher HPV cancer rates compared to urban areas. This report shares progress on the program’s efforts to 
catalyze action to address rural HPV cancer prevention over the nearly three-year period of January 2023 to 
November 2025.   
 
Rural communities comprise about 20% of the U.S. population—nearly 60 million people—and are 
characterized by diversity, resilience, and strong community ties. However, they face unique health challenges, 
including higher rates of HPV cancers, especially cervical and oropharyngeal, and persistently lower HPV 
vaccination rates. The gap in HPV cancer incidence between rural and urban areas has widened over the past 
two decades, with rural rates rising more rapidly, especially after disruptions from the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
2021, rural HPV cancer incidence increased by 18%, compared to 5–6% in urban areas. 
 
HPV vaccination coverage among adolescents aged 13–17 remains substantially lower in rural areas—over 10 
percentage points lower than urban rates. This disparity has persisted for nearly a decade. While similar trends 
exist for other adolescent vaccines (like meningitis), Tdap coverage is comparable across geographies, 
indicating unique challenges for HPV vaccination in rural settings. A major predictor of HPV vaccination is 
receiving a strong recommendation from a health care provider. Adolescents in rural areas are less likely to 
receive such recommendations, contributing to lower vaccination rates. Additional barriers include vaccine 
hesitancy, influenced by socioeconomic, political, cultural, and informational factors. Addressing these 
disparities is a critical opportunity to prevent thousands of HPV cancer cases. 
 
Recognizing the urgency, the program began strategic planning in January 2023, engaging rural health experts 
through formative research and meetings. Early input highlighted priorities such as building on the strengths of 
rural communities—collaboration, resilience, and trust, which serve as the foundations for improvement. 
Persistent challenges to be addressed included access to care, funding, education, and resources. The 
introductory meeting in January 2023 convened thought leaders to discuss strategies, emphasizing education, 
starting HPV vaccination at age 9 and on-time series completion by the 13th birthday, and rural engagement. A 
Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank was formed, bringing together diverse expertise and lived 
experience to continue to guide efforts. Through structured meetings, the Think Tank identified six priority 
actions, which were released in fall 2023 (Figure 1): 
 

1. Promote starting HPV vaccination at age 9 
2. Compile and share existing resources tailored for rural communities 
3. Develop/adapt provider training for rural health professionals 
4. Explore policy influences and advocate for supportive policies 
5. Develop and disseminate effective communication for rural audiences 
6. Regularly review and update data and resources on rural HPV cancers and vaccination 

 

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities.html
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Figure 1. Rural HPV Vaccination Priorities, Released in Fall 2023 

 
These priorities guide both direct and indirect program activities, ensuring actions are responsive to the 
realities of rural communities. Following are examples of activities and accomplishments related to these six 
priority actions: 
 

Start at Age 9: Promoting HPV vaccination initiation at age 9 is evidence-based and addresses rural-
specific barriers, such as limited provider access, infrequent well-child visits, and logistical challenges. 
HPV vaccination at age 9 improves completion rates and normalizes HPV vaccination as routine, 
reducing parental hesitancy. The program amplifies national campaigns, such as the American Cancer 
Society (ACS), ACS National HPV Vaccination Roundtable, and American Academy of Pediatrics, to 
equip rural providers and systems. 
 
Existing Resources: The program compiles and curates evidence-based resources, reducing 
duplication, and ensuring rural partners have access to timely, relevant tools. Gaps are identified and 
addressed through targeted communications, quarterly updates, and presentations. Resources, 
including toolkits, training modules, promotional content, and materials from national campaigns and 
organizations, were widely disseminated 
 
Training Providers: Health care providers and professionals are important partners in efforts to 
improve HPV vaccination with rural communities. Provider capacity is strengthened through 
dissemination of evidence-based trainings, such as the Announcement Approach Training (AAT) and 
Unity Consortium’s 3Cs Training. These interventions teach providers to deliver strong, presumptive 
HPV vaccine recommendations, a key predictor of HPV vaccination uptake. In addition, the ACS Rural 
HPV Vaccination Learning Community offered a quality improvement based initiative aligned with this 
priority action. 
 
Advocacy and Policy: Policy analysis identifies state and federal levers—like Medicaid expansion, 
immunization registries, pharmacy laws, school-entry requirements, and reimbursement structures—
that can improve HPV vaccination rates. Recommendations include expanding provider education 
expectations and requirements, making participation in the Vaccines for Children (VFC) program 
easier, and preserving Medicaid eligibility. Policy briefs and fact sheets support advocacy efforts. 
 
Communication: Multi-pronged outreach includes quarterly meetings, quarterly newsletters, the 
monthly “Wide Open Spaces” article series, a dedicated rural HPV website, and a listserv. 
Communication is tailored, consistent, and inclusive, elevating rural voices and sharing best practices. 
Guest contributors and community stories foster engagement and drive action. 
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Data: Updated data on rural HPV vaccination and cancer incidence inform program strategy and 
evaluation. Recent studies show rural HPV cancer incidence and mortality rates are rising faster than 
urban rates, with specific cancers (oropharyngeal, cervical, anal) driving the gap. Data is shared 
through reports, fact sheets, and presentations to guide targeted interventions. 

 
Complementary initiatives include annual International HPV Awareness Day seminars, outreach at national 
conferences, and tailored webinars for rural partners. These activities amplify core priorities, foster 
collaboration, and build capacity. The “Empowering and Strengthening Community, Culture, and Connection” 
seminar series included a seminar highlighting rural strengths and solutions. 
 
In 2025, the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program has conducted an assessment of progress on 
implementation activities, reach, and impact of priority actions. This review was a result of changing policy and 
funding landscapes. Federal budget cuts threaten Medicaid and public health infrastructure, posing risks to 
rural HPV vaccination efforts. A group of subject matter experts was convened to revisit the priority actions to 
ensure continued relevance and responsiveness. Updated priorities were released in November 2025 and will 
continue to be further developed in terms of plans for direct and indirect implementation activities as well as 
evaluation. 
 
The updated framework now centers on five priority actions (Figure 2):  
 

1. Implement Best Practices: Use best practices and evidence-based interventions to increase HPV 
vaccination 

2. Build Capacity: Strengthen health care providers’ and professionals’ training and support systems 
change 

3. Preserve and Expand Data Resources: Leverage existing data and bolster data assets to guide 
informed actions 

4. Foster Partnerships for Progress: Build alliances and cultivate collaborations for collective impact 
5. Monitor Context: Scan the rural health landscape for new challenges and opportunities 

 

 
Figure 2. Updated Rural HPV Vaccination Priorities, Released in Fall 2025 

 
Revised priorities offer insight into the most impactful actions to increase HPV vaccination coverage and 
decrease the burden of HPV cancers among people living in rural areas of the U.S. They recognize that 
individuals act based on their environment, resources, history, and motivation—as well as what they know, 
think, and feel. Systems-level changes aim to make HPV vaccination the default action, while addressing 
challenges related to access and emphasizing the vital role of providers, whose strong recommendations 
remain the single greatest predictor of vaccination. The St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program’s 
collaborative approach—centered on trust, cultural relevance, and partnership—remains essential. Ongoing 
engagement with partners and thought leaders will drive implementation and sustain momentum. 
 
The program’s rural HPV webpage has reached users in all 50 states and 39 countries, with thousands of 
pageviews and resource downloads. The listserv and quarterly communications connect hundreds of rural 



Preventing HPV Cancers in Rural Communities  •  January 2023-November 2025  •  5 

health professionals, advocates, and community leaders. The “Wide Open Spaces” series has published over 
30 articles, reaching thousands monthly and showcasing strategies from across the country. 
 
The St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program’s work with rural communities is addressing critical disparities 
in HPV cancer incidence and vaccination coverage. Through strategic planning, evidence-based interventions, 
tailored communications, and policy advocacy, the program is catalyzing progress. Ongoing assessment, 
adaptation, and partnership will ensure that rural populations are protected from preventable HPV cancers, 
moving closer to a world free of HPV-related disease. 
 
This summary captures the key themes, actions, and progress described in the full report, offering a holistic 
view of the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program’s work with rural communities from January 2023 to 
November 2025. 
 
 
 
Learn more about the HPV Cancer Prevention Program at stjude.org/HPV and rural HPV cancer 
prevention efforts at stjude.org/HPVrural. Join the rural listserv here. Email us at 
PreventHPV@stjude.org with any questions.  
 
 
  

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program.html
mailto:stjude.org/HPVrural
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/subscription-list-rural.html
mailto:PreventHPV@stjude.org
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The vision of the HPV Cancer Prevention Program at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is a world free of 
HPV cancers. The program aims to reduce HPV cancer deaths locally, regionally, and nationally by increasing 
on-time HPV vaccination coverage through education, promoting best practice models, and strategic partner 
engagement. The St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program is committed to advancing key population-
centered approaches that ensure representation and reflect the strengths and needs of populations with higher 
HPV cancer incidence and mortality rates across all program areas. One of the program’s priority populations 
is people living in rural areas of the United States (U.S.) due to lower HPV vaccination coverage and higher 
HPV cancer rates compared to urban areas. This report shares progress on the program’s efforts to catalyze 
action to address rural HPV cancer prevention over the nearly three-year period of January 2023 to November 
2025.  
 
1. OPPORTUNITY TO PREVENT HPV CANCERS WITH RURAL COMMUNITIES IN THE UNITED STATES  
 
Rural communities are home to 1 in 5 people – about 60 million people – living in the U.S. and reflect strong 
values, strong sense of community, resiliency, independence and self-reliance. Notably, the term ‘rural’ does 
not mean one size fits all; indeed, rural communities are heterogeneous, reflecting the vast differences of 
people who make up our country.1 Further, people who live in rural communities may simultaneously 
experience advantages and disadvantages based on who they are and how they identify. People living in rural 
areas of the U.S. represent a significant portion of the population and also face significantly higher rates of 
HPV cancers, particularly cervical and oropharyngeal cancers. In addition, people living in rural communities 
have lower HPV vaccination coverage.  
 
Beginning in January 2023, the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program initiated strategic planning 
focused on preventing HPV cancers with rural communities in the U.S., with the goal of addressing 
differences in outcomes in rural HPV vaccination coverage while accounting for and embracing 
differences within and across these populations. 
 
Recent analyses of HPV cancer in rural areas show persistently high rates and concerning trends of more HPV 
cancers. HPV cancers in rural and urban settings were nearly equivalent about 20 years ago (Figure 1).2-6 
However, since this time, rural incidence of HPV cancers are rising faster than the urban rate. In 2000-2004, 
the incidence rate of HPV cancers among rural populations were both about 10 cases per 100,000 persons. 
Since then, HPV cancer rates among rural populations have increased more than rates for urban populations 
resulting in a growing gap. 
 
Similarly rising trends were confirmed through additional analyses examining accelerations following 2020 
disruptions to the health care system as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.3 Rural HPV cancer incidence is 
rising faster than urban and metro incidence. HPV cancer incidence declined 7-8% during 2020 due to 
disruptions. As a result of delayed screening and detection, in 2021, urban and metro HPV cancer incidence 
rose by about 5-6%. In 2021, rural HPV cancer incidence rose 18%. 
 

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities.html
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Figure 1. Rates of HPV Cancers among Rural and Urban Populations in the U.S.3 

 
 
Further, when examining HPV cancer rates among people living in rural areas, there are differences by sex 
and HPV cancer type, such as the following.2-6  
• Rural females have significantly higher rates of cervical, vaginal, vulvar, oropharyngeal, and anal cancer 

compared to urban peers 
• Rural males have higher rates of oropharyngeal cancer.  
• Rural females and males experience greater rate increases or smaller rate decreases overall for nearly 

every HPV cancer site  
• There does not appear to be a consistent pattern of HPV cancer incidence across rural communities, which 

could mean challenges for measurement to assess impact. 
 
 
Rural areas in the U.S. experience disparities in access to routine vaccines largely due to a general lack of 
health care services.7-11 Previous rural research has indicated a 40% lower mean vaccination rate in rural 
communities, as compared to their urban counterparts. 
 
 
In 2024, based on National Immunization Survey (NIS)-Teen data, coverage with ≥1 dose of HPV vaccine and 
the percentage of adolescents who were up to date with HPV vaccination were 10.5 and 10.8 percentage 
points lower, respectively, in mostly rural areas compared with coverage in mostly urban areas (Figure 2).12 
The gap in HPV vaccination coverage among adolescents aged 13–17 years living in mostly rural areas and 
those living in mostly urban areas has changed little during the previous nine years, and the magnitude of the 
difference remains largely unchanged since 2016. 
 
 
In addition to HPV vaccination, vaccinations against meningitis and whooping cough are routinely 
recommended among a similar age group.12 These vaccination data also were examined to understand if HPV 
vaccination is an outlier in rural communities. In 2024, based on NIS-Teen data, among adolescents aged 13–
17 years, coverage with ≥1 and ≥2 doses of MenACWY (meningitis vaccine) was 3.6 and 10.0 percentage 
points lower, respectively, among those living in mostly rural areas compared with those living in mostly urban 
areas. Coverage with ≥1 dose of Tdap (whooping cough vaccine) was similar across rural and urban areas. In 
addition to differences in HPV vaccination coverage, differences between rural and urban areas were observed 
for meningitis vaccine.  
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Figure 2. HPV Vaccination Coverage in the U.S. among 13-17-year-olds by Geographic Location2 

 
One of the strongest predictors of HPV vaccination status (i.e. having been vaccinated) is receipt of a 
recommendation by a health care provider.13 A recent examination of NIS-Teen data showed differences in the 
proportion of adolescents (13-17 years) who received a provider recommendation for HPV vaccine (Figure 
3).12 Adolescents living in mostly rural areas were less likely to receive a provider recommendation for HPV 
vaccine overall (3.9% less than mostly urban). In terms of a provider recommendation for HPV vaccine and 
vaccine status, adolescents living in mostly rural areas had lower percentages of recommendation and having 
received HPV vaccine compared to those in mostly urban areas. The difference between mostly urban and 
mostly rural for >1 dose was 8.8% and 10.6% for HPV up-to-date (UTD).  
 

 
Figure 3. Importance of a Health Care Provider Recommendation for HPV Vaccination (NIS-Teen 202412) 
 
Another possible reason for lower HPV vaccination coverage in rural areas may be linked to higher levels of 
vaccine hesitancy in rural areas of the U.S.14-21 Vaccine hesitancy observed in rural areas is complex, 
influenced by socioeconomic status, political climate, health care access, cultural and religious beliefs, health 
literacy and information networks, stigma, and more. Unique community dynamics and barriers to access may 
further complicate the issue.  
 
People living in rural areas have higher rates of HPV cancers and lower rates of HPV vaccination compared to 
people living in urban areas.12, 22 There is a critical opportunity for impact in making sure those living in rural 
communities across the U.S. are protected from HPV cancers. Increasing HPV vaccination in rural areas can 
prevent tens of thousands of HPV cancer diagnoses.23 One size will not fit all, and approaches to addressing 
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this disparity will require flexibility to accommodate the diversity of people living in rural communities.1 
Opportunities for action exist, such as improving health care provider recommendation and addressing vaccine 
hesitancy. Thus, rural U.S. populations are a priority population for the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention 
Program.  
 
 
2. ESTABLISHING RURAL HPV VACCINATION PRIORITY ACTIONS  
 
The urgency to address low HPV vaccination 
coverage and high HPV cancer rates in rural areas 
of the U.S. informed early engagement efforts, which 
included an introductory meeting in January 2023 
with experts in the rural health space. A pre-meeting 
survey revealed a high level of interest in improving 
HPV vaccination with rural communities. Findings 
from these initial conversations exposed both the 
unique and promising opportunities for targeted 
prevention, as well as the need for a structured 
approach to identify and implement effective 
strategies.  
 
The evolution of this coordinated national rural HPV 
cancer prevention initiative was a deliberate and 
phased approach to implementation (Figure 4). It 
began with an introductory meeting in January 2023, 
followed by establishment and engagement with a 
Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank from 
February 2023 to October 2023 to identify key 
priority actions to address HPV vaccination and 
cancer prevention in rural communities.  
 
In November 2023, these actions were formally released, and both direct and indirect implementation began 
alongside the launch of quarterly virtual meetings and electronic communications to maintain engagement and 
dissemination of resources, all of which continue through present.  
 
 
a. Insights from Pre-Meeting Survey  
 
Prior to the January 2023 introductory meeting, invited partners and general registrants were asked to 
complete a brief online survey to explore rural health and rural HPV cancer prevention needs, opportunities, 
and potential challenges. Of the 132 pre-registered participants, 88 (66%) completed the survey. Of those who 
completed the pre-meeting survey, 95% had focused efforts on improving health outcomes with rural 
communities and 72% had focused efforts on improving HPV vaccination with rural communities. Respondents 
also shared strengths of rural communities on which to build efforts to improve health outcomes, the primary 
challenges that existed within rural communities, and what they viewed as major drivers and barriers to 
improving rural health. The responses provided valuable context and helped shape the discussion during the 
meeting. 
 
Participants also identified the strengths of rural communities that could serve as a foundation for improving 
health outcomes: collaboration, resilience, tight-knit relationships, and trust. Specifically for HPV vaccination, 
community collaboration was seen as the most significant asset. 
  
Conversely, respondents highlighted critical challenges. For rural health broadly, barriers included limited 
access to care, lack of specialists, and transportation difficulties. For HPV vaccination specifically, concerns 
centered on mistrust, provider-related barriers, and the perception that HPV vaccination is not a priority. When 

 

Figure 4. Action Step Timeline to Establish Rural 
HPV Vaccination Priority Actions, January 2023-
November 2023 
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asked about the most pressing issue preventing improvements in rural health outcomes, responses pointed to 
access to care, inadequate funding, lack of education, and limited resources. 
 
When asked what single action they would take—if they had a “magic wand”—to increase HPV vaccination 
coverage in rural communities, respondents emphasized three priorities: addressing HPV vaccination 
hesitancy, increasing funding for vaccination efforts, and mandating HPV vaccination, such as through school-
entry requirements. These answers underscored both behavioral and systemic barriers that require immediate 
attention. 
 
The insights provided a clear roadmap for subsequent work: leverage rural communities’ strengths—trust and 
collaboration—while addressing structural barriers, misinformation, and resource gaps. This pre-meeting input 
reinforced the need for tailored, community-driven strategies and demonstrated a clear need and strong 
interest in strengthening HPV vaccination and cancer prevention efforts within rural communities.  
 
 
b. Introductory Meeting to Explore Opportunities 

 
The St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program then held an introductory meeting focusing on rural HPV 
vaccination coverage and opportunities to prevent HPV cancer as a priority on January 23, 2023 (Table 1). 
This introductory meeting served as an initial opportunity to convene key thought leaders in the space of rural 
health, rural HPV vaccination, and rural HPV cancer prevention to explore opportunities for action.  
 

Table 1. Analytics for St. Jude Rural HPV Vaccination Introductory Rural Meeting 
Meeting Date and Recording Link Registered Attended 

January 23, 2023 132 111 
 
Partners were identified and convened from across the U.S. to explore strategies for improving HPV 
vaccination rates in rural communities. This meeting served as a critical starting point for shaping the 
approach, offering a space to think broadly about rural health challenges and opportunities.  
 
Participants shared expectations centered on collaboration, culturally tailored strategies, and innovative 
outreach. Many participants sought practical ideas for engaging rural communities, identifying champions, and 
adapting approaches tested in urban settings to fit rural contexts. There was strong interest in partnership 
development, learning what organizations are and who is active in rural HPV efforts, and building networks to 
share best practices. 
  
When asked about priority action steps, responses emphasized: 

• Education and Access: Educating key partners and families, addressing misinformation, and 
combining education with vaccination opportunities. 

• Initiation at Age 9: Starting HPV vaccination at age 9 and using local voices to reinforce cancer 
prevention messaging. 

• Community Engagement: Building trust, leveraging nontraditional vaccine delivery modes, and 
involving trusted community leaders to increase confidence and uptake. 

  
Participants also discussed the potential role of a rural HPV vaccination consortium, envisioning it as a hub for: 

• Sharing resources and adapting best practices for relevancy in rural settings. 
• Mentoring communities to implement successful strategies. 
• Collaborating to identify priorities and disseminate information effectively. 

  
Specific subject matter experts were also invited to present lightning talks to share insights based on their 
previous contributions to the field of rural HPV cancer prevention. The subject matter expert presenters at the 
meeting included: 
• Marvella E. Ford, PhD, Medical University of South Carolina Hollings Cancer Center 
• Deanna Kepka, PhD, MPH, University of Utah and Huntsman Cancer Institute 

https://stjude.webex.com/recordingservice/sites/stjude/recording/13e7117e7d7e103bbd7f1e0505b49873/playback
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• Scherezade (Scher) K. Mama, DrPH, University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
• Caryn E. Peterson, MS, PhD, University of Illinois Chicago 
• Cassandra (Sandy) Pingali, MPH, MS, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
• Whitney Zahnd, PhD, University of Iowa Holden Comprehensive Cancer Center 
 
The featured presentations highlighted differences in HPV cancers and vaccination coverage in rural areas, 
innovative interventions, such as mobile vaccination vans, and multilevel barriers and facilitators—from 
individual perceptions to organizational and community influences. Key themes included the need for tailored 
interventions, strong patient-provider relationships, school-based programs, and social marketing campaigns. 
 
Rural HPV cancer rates remain high: HPV-associated cancers are elevated in rural areas.2 Improvements 
were slower for cervical cancer incidence in rural areas. Accelerations in oropharyngeal cancer incidence were 
faster in rural areas. 
 
Rural HPV vaccination coverage remains low: Based on the latest data, as of January 2023, HPV 
vaccination coverage was lower in rural areas compared to urban areas with >1 dose and UTD both 9% lower 
in rural areas compared to urban.22  
 
Rural communities are part of the solution: In order to engage with rural communities on HPV cancer 
prevention, build trust through listening and being credible and honest, create time and space to develop an 
authentic relationship, bring in the language(s) of the community to build trust and open lines of communication 
for engagement, and participate in relevant community activities.26  
 
Determinants of HPV vaccination in rural communities are multi-level: At the individual level, barriers to 
HPV vaccination were older age of caregiver, caregivers’ negative perceptions of vaccine, and low awareness 
of risk.27 Lack of health care provider recommendation, limited access to HPV vaccination, and vaccine 
hesitancy served as additional barriers.  
 
Health care provider recommendation is low in rural areas: In addition, those living in urban areas were 
6% more likely to receive a provider recommendation for HPV vaccination compared to those in rural areas.22 
The top reason parents choose to not vaccinate for HPV is not receiving a provider recommendation. It is 
important to build the capacity of health care providers and professionals serving rural areas.  
 
Mobile vaccination units offer promise for bringing HPV vaccination to people living in rural areas: The 
Medical University of South Carolina Hollings Cancer Center mobile vaccination van is known as a “community 
health can” rather than a vaccination van.28 HPV vaccination coverage data are used to identify areas of South 
Carolina with low HPV vaccination coverage and then focus on these areas. Through the mobile van, town hall 
meetings in partnership with school districts are conducted to provide information and answer questions. HPV 
vaccination opportunities follow. Sixteen of 64 counties in South Carolina have been served as of January 
2023. 
 
Rural cancer prevention resources for which a website could be identified were included in a list and shared 
with attendees by email (Appendix A). 
 
The introductory meeting made evident that a more focused and sustained effort was needed to address the 
unique challenges of HPV vaccination and cancer prevention in rural communities. Early insights from that 
meeting reinforced what the data already showed: HPV vaccination coverage is consistently lower and HPV 
cancer rates consistently higher, in rural areas than urban due to barriers that are both nuanced and unique to 
rural settings, shaped by factors such as geography, access to care, and local norms. Moreover, rural 
communities are not homogenous with each having its own distinct characteristics, strengths, and challenges 
that must be understood and addressed within their specific contexts. 
 
This foundational meeting provided rich insights that informed the creation of a Rural HPV Cancer Prevention 
Think Tank, which led to the creation of the initial rural HPV priority actions. It underscored the importance of 
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trust-building, culturally relevant strategies, and collaborative networks as essential components for 
accelerating HPV vaccination in rural communities. 
 
 
c. Convening a Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank 
 
As a next step, a Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank was established to bring together diverse expertise 
and lived experience to identify priority actions and guide a unified strategy to prevent HPV cancers in rural 
communities (Appendix B).  From February to October 2023, the Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank 
met to inform actions to improve HPV vaccination rates in rural U.S. communities. A think tank is a group 
organized for interdisciplinary discussion and debate to provide advice to inform action, which traditionally is 
centered in policy change.24-25 However, a think tank approach was ideal for fostering healthy debate among 
subject matter experts to identify priorities for rural HPV cancer prevention. Think tanks can create social and 
intellectual settings for people to dig deep into challenging issues, establish common ground, and move an 
agenda forward that seeks to address the challenge.  
 
For the Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank, the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program team 
ensured a breadth of expertise across members in both geographic focus and subject areas. Rural HPV 
Cancer Prevention Think Tank members were chosen to share insights based on their previous contributions 
to the field of rural HPV vaccination and cancer prevention, lived experiences, and as rural cancer survivors. 
The think tank included representatives from national and community-based organizations, academia, non-
profit organizations, and HPV cancer survivors, focused on problem solving and igniting action. The Rural HPV 
Cancer Prevention Think Tank structure was designed to result in actionable steps for the St. Jude HPV 
Cancer Prevention Program, which would be shared broadly across networks and partners as well as guide 
direct and indirect implementation activities of the program. This group of assembled experts tackled the 
persistent challenge in HPV cancer prevention in rural areas with honesty, transparency and fearlessness. 
 
Engagement with the Rural HPV Cancer 
Prevention Think Tank (Figure 5) occurred 
over four meetings from March to October 
2023. This structured and collaborative 
approach was designed to ensure meaningful 
expert engagement and clear, actionable 
outcomes. The process began by creating 
space for expert input through structured 
meeting agendas, advance distribution of 
background materials, and the use of 
interactive technology during meetings to 
encourage broad and inclusive input by Rural 
HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank members 
(Figure 6).  
 
 
The St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program team captured key action steps from meetings, which were 
shared in thorough summaries following each meeting to maintain ongoing alignment across the Rural HPV 
Cancer Prevention Think Tank. Think tank members ultimately voted on actions deemed to be most impactful 
through group process and open group discussion resulting in the six priority action steps. Final actions were 
approved by the think tank and then disseminated, with an emphasis on ongoing accountability through 
monitoring and evaluation following implementation. This deliberate process helped ensure that the resulting 
priority actions were informed by diverse expertise and grounded in the realities of rural communities. The 
Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank of key thought leaders and partners discussed and catalyzed efforts 
to improve HPV cancer prevention within rural communities. 
 

 

Figure 5. Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank 
Engagement Process: March-October 2023 
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Through this iterative process, the Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank identified priority actions on which 
to base direct and indirect implementation activities to increase HPV vaccination coverage and reduce the 
burden of HPV cancers in rural U.S. communities. The priority action steps (Figure 7) recommended by the 
Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank were as follows: 
 
Promote starting HPV vaccination at age 9 in rural communities. A particularly promising approach 
supported by the Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank was starting HPV vaccination at age 9. The 
American Cancer Society (ACS) National HPV Vaccination Roundtable has developed a suite of resources to 
promote starting at age 9. Action: St. Jude will focus on how these existing materials may be appropriate for 
rural communities and explore adapting for greater relevance. 
 
Compile and share existing resources for addressing HPV vaccination with rural communities. Action: 
Act now by using existing materials, such as those in Appendix A, as new resources are developed and 
existing resources are adapted. This should include identifying existing best practices, such as programs, 
interventions, campaigns, and other activities that are already working. 
 
Develop or adapt health care provider and health care professional HPV vaccination training resources 
for those serving rural communities. A strong recommendation from a health care provider is a strong 
predictor of HPV vaccination coverage. This remains true in rural communities as well. Action: Compile existing 
training resources as a starting point and then adapt them for rural-serving health care providers. 
 
Explore policy influences on HPV vaccination in rural areas. Policies at different levels influence HPV 
vaccination coverage. Action: Explore strategies for recommended policies to support efforts. Previously 
examined policies that drive HPV vaccination coverage should serve as a starting point. 
 
Develop, test, and disseminate easy-to-use messages for rural audiences. It is widely accepted that one 
size does not fit all when it comes to rural communities. However, messages that resonate with rural life are 
likely to be more effective. Action: Focus on developing such messages tailored for rural communities. 
 
Review and update existing resources and data on HPV vaccination and HPV cancers in rural 
communities. Data resources are useful for focusing efforts and also tracking progress and impact. Action: 
More regular monitoring of and update to previous publications and reports on the status of HPV vaccination 
and HPV cancers in rural communities. 
 

 

Figure 6. Selected Example of the Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank Process 

https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/khvi20/collections/HPV-vaccination-starting-age-9
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/khvi20/collections/HPV-vaccination-starting-age-9
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/analysis-hpv-vaccination-coverage-us.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/analysis-hpv-vaccination-coverage-us.html
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Figure 7. Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Priorities (November 2023) 

 
 
3. PROGRESS TOWARDS THE SIX PRIORITY ACTIONS 
 
The St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program has been directly and indirectly implementing programming and 
activities aligned with the six priority action steps to improve HPV vaccination coverage with rural communities 
since November 2023 (Table 2). Prioritization of the actions and associated activities was informed by input 
from subject matter experts. 
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a. Start at Age 9 
 
The priority action to promote initiation of HPV vaccination at age 9 is rooted in strong evidence showing that 
starting the series earlier improves on-time completion and reduces missed opportunities for HPV cancer 
prevention.29-37 This approach may be especially critical in rural communities, where provider access may be 
limited, travel time to access care increased, vaccine visits less frequent, and logistical barriers more 
pronounced often causing a delay in vaccination, resulting in lower series completion rates compared to urban 
areas. Starting the HPV series at age 9 offers additional time for series completion, decreases questions about 
sexual activity, reduces the number of vaccines administered per visit, and has been shown to increase 
vaccination rates. By encouraging vaccination at age 9, providers can take advantage of earlier and more 
frequent well-child visits, reduce barriers that intensify during adolescence, and build parental confidence in 
HPV vaccination as a routine part of care. By promoting earlier initiation, rural health systems can better 
prevent HPV cancers and overcome common access challenges. Efforts under this priority have focused on 
amplifying national recommendations and resources, including those developed by the ACS National HPV 
Vaccination Roundtable, particularly the “Start at Age 9” campaign, which equips providers, public health 
practitioners, and health systems with practical tools to initiate HPV vaccination early and protect more rural 
children from preventable cancers. 
 
There are several reasons why starting at age 9 matters for rural communities and may result in more children 
living in rural areas protected against HPV cancers.29-37 

• Improves access in areas with fewer providers: Rural families often face longer travel times and 
fewer opportunities for health visits. Starting at age 9 provides more chances to complete the series on 
time. 

• Reduces missed opportunities: Younger children are more likely to attend well-child visits, allowing 
providers to initiate the series before adolescent visits become less frequent. 

• Addresses barriers early: Early vaccination minimizes the impact of transportation, scheduling, and 
workforce shortages common in rural areas. 

• Supports strong provider recommendations: Beginning earlier helps normalize HPV vaccination as 
routine, reducing hesitancy among rural parents. 

• Improves completion rates: Evidence shows starting at 9 improves on-time completion, ensuring rural 
children are protected before access challenges increase in later adolescence. 

 
 
b. Existing Resources 
 
The priority action to compile and share existing resources is rooted in the understanding that rural 
communities benefit most when they have timely, relevant, and easy-to-use tools tailored to their unique 
contexts. Access to HPV vaccination materials is not the primary barrier in rural areas—rather, the challenge is 
identifying the most effective, high-quality resources and ensuring they are delivered in a way that resonates 
with rural audiences. 
 
To address this, the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program focused on three core strategies: 

1. Compile and Curate Resources: Gathering a central set of evidence-based resources from trusted 
organizations to reduce duplication of effort and make it easier for rural providers, public health 
professionals, and partners to access what they need, such as those in Appendix A. 

2. Identify Gaps: Analyzing available tools to pinpoint what is missing or underrepresented for rural 
audiences, such as training materials for rural providers to make strong vaccination recommendations, 
messages that address rural-specific concerns, or resources for rural communities specifically 

3. Use Targeted Communications: Sharing these resources through tailored outreach strategies, 
including quarterly rural communications, quarterly updates and opportunities meetings, and rural-
focused presentations, to ensure rural health care providers, professionals, and partners are equipped 
with the tools to advance HPV vaccination. 

 
This approach not only prevents the fragmentation of information but also ensures that resources reach the 
people and organizations in rural communities best positioned to make the greatest impact. 

https://hpvroundtable.org/
https://hpvroundtable.org/
https://hpvroundtable.org/start-hpv-vaccination-at-age-9/
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Selected resources compiled and shared included the following: 

• ACS National HPV Vaccination Roundtable “Start at Age 9” campaign 
• Center for Rural Health Development’s HPV Vaccination Toolkit 
• The provider-focused, evidence-based Announcement Approach Training (AAT) from HPV IQ at the 

UNC Gillings School of Global Public Health13 
• 3Cs training from Unity Consortium 
• State-specific modules like Immunize Kansas’ “Shutting the Door on HPV Cancers” 
• We The People Vax campaign from Indiana Immunization Coalition 
• ACS Rural HPV Vaccination Learning Community materials and ACS Rural HPV Vaccination Learning 

Community resource roundup 
• Promotional content aligned with national and international campaigns like HPV Awareness Day, 

National Rural Health Day, and Adolescent Immunization Action Week 
• Research and partner projects like the Extension Collaborative on Immunization Teaching & 

Engagement (EXCITE) and numerous other research papers on rural HPV cancers and vaccination 
 
By strategically compiling and disseminating these resources while assessing gaps, the St. Jude HPV Cancer 
Prevention Program ensures that rural partners are supported with the right tools to overcome unique 
challenges and strengthen HPV vaccination efforts. Centralization and sharing of these existing resources 
supports rural practitioners, advocates, and public health professionals as they implement HPV vaccination 
initiatives in their rural communities. 
 
 
c. Training Providers 
 
Building on the foundation of shared resources, strengthening health care provider capacity to confidently 
recommend HPV vaccination in rural settings is essential to ensuring consistent, timely, and effective 
communication that supports on-time vaccination and cancer prevention.  
 
To advance the priority action of training health care providers and professionals serving rural communities, 
the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program has focused on sharing evidence-based interventions, 
promising practices, and existing training opportunities. Efforts to disseminate high-quality, proven tools are 
underway. One such tool is the Announcement Approach Training (AAT) an evidence-based intervention that 
teaches providers to deliver strong, confident HPV vaccine recommendations using a presumptive 
communication style.13 This training is an integral component of the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention 
Program’s strategic plan and is made available to rural health care providers. Another promising practice is the 
Unity Consortium’s 3Cs Training, which is an interactive online course focused on building confidence and 
providing concise and consistent recommendations for adolescent vaccinations using motivational interviewing 
and addressing vaccine hesitancy. To complement these efforts, the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention 
Program has also elevated awareness of the ACS Rural HPV Vaccination Learning Community, which 
provides a platform for rural health professionals to share strategies, receive expert guidance, and collaborate 
in real-time to improve HPV vaccination coverage. 
 
 
d. Advocacy and Policy 
 
The policy environment shapes HPV vaccination access and uptake in rural communities. Policies at the state 
and federal levels—ranging from Medicaid expansion, provider reimbursement, to school-entry requirements—
can significantly influence vaccination coverage and deserve closer examination within the context of rural 
health systems. In addition, policies on the more local level, such as in health care settings, may routinize HPV 
vaccination and increase coverage. 
 
To advance the priority of exploring policy influences on HPV vaccination in rural areas, efforts were grounded 
in a thorough review of existing policy levers.38 The St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program commissioned a 
policy analysis in 2023 and updated in 2024, conducted by FTI Consulting, Inc. to examine public policy 

https://hpvroundtable.org/start-hpv-vaccination-at-age-9/
https://wvruralhealth.org/programs/win/members-health-care-providers/resources/hpv-resources/
https://www.hpviq.org/train/the-announcement-approach-training
https://www.unity4teenvax.org/3cs/
https://www.immunizekansascoalition.org/hpv-module.aspx
https://wethepeoplevax.org/about/
https://www.mysocietysource.org/Pages/HPV.aspx
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGCohzkL3E/l8PDUJdPmsOHZ1bxlA7kLQ/view?utm_content=DAGCohzkL3E&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h8d8a2b19c7
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGCohzkL3E/l8PDUJdPmsOHZ1bxlA7kLQ/view?utm_content=DAGCohzkL3E&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h8d8a2b19c7
https://ipvsoc.org/hpv-day/
https://powerofrural.org/
https://www.unity4teenvax.org/aiaw25/
https://excite.extension.org/
https://excite.extension.org/
https://www.hpviq.org/train/the-announcement-approach-training
https://www.unity4teenvax.org/3cs/
https://www.mysocietysource.org/Pages/HPV.aspx
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decisions and other factors that drive HPV vaccination coverage across the United States. Titled, Updated 
Analysis of Public Policy Decisions and Factors Driving HPV Vaccination Coverage in the United States, the 
analysis examined the relation between HPV vaccination initiation and series completion with regard to nine 
factors, each of particular relevance for rural communities, where provider shortages, reimbursement 
limitations, and political climates can create both barriers and opportunities:39 

1. Medicaid income eligibility for children 
2. Insurance coverage 
3. Parents’ educational level 
4. Access to pediatricians and primary care physicians 
5. Access to Vaccines or Children (VFC) providers 
6. Coverage of other adolescent vaccinations 
7. Vaccination exemptions 
8. Vaccination requirements 
9. Rurality (i.e. percentage of the population living in rural geographic regions of the U.S.). 

 
Using publicly available data and peer-reviewed literature, FTI Consulting performed a cost savings analysis 
that projected that the increased HPV vaccination initiation and reduced HPV cancer incidence that would 
result from addressing these factors could reduce national direct health care spending by nearly $19 million.39 
In addition, the increased HPV vaccination series completion and reduced HPV cancer incidence could reduce 
the two-year national direct health care spending by more than $24 million. Using the results of the quantitative 
analysis along with insights from interviews and focus groups, FTI Consulting developed five policy 
recommendations to improve HPV vaccination coverage:  
 

• Recommendation 1: Leverage meningococcal conjugate vaccination as a model for HPV vaccination 
education and recommendations 

• Recommendation 2: Expand health care provider and practice staff education and training related to 
HPV vaccination and strengthen HPV vaccination recommendations for parents and caregivers 

• Recommendation 3: Improve efforts to recruit and enroll various types of health care providers in the 
federal VFC program 

• Recommendation 4: Expand resources available to improve HPV vaccination data collection and 
reporting through state immunization information systems (IIS) 

• Recommendation 5: Engage in efforts to preserve and expand eligibility for Medicaid. 
 
Through this work, eight policy domains with the potential to increase HPV vaccination rates in rural 
communities were identified (Table 3).38-39 These policy levers operate at system, state, and federal levels and 
address a range of structural and legislative opportunities.  
 
Specific strategies include:  

• Improving state immunization registries 
• Expanding scope of practice for pharmacists and minor consent laws 
• Adjusting school-entry requirements 
• Increasing reimbursement and Medicaid eligibility, and  
• Easing participation in the VFC program.  

 
Additionally, increased research funding to better understand HPV cancers and vaccination in rural 
communities can strengthen the evidence base for what works in these communities.  
 
Because expanding Medicaid eligibility presents a key opportunity to improve HPV vaccination coverage and 
reduce cancer differences in outcomes in rural communities, the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program 
created and distributed a fact sheet, Preventing HPV Cancers Through Increased Medicaid Eligibility, outlining 
how Medicaid expansion increases access to preventive care—including HPV vaccination—by reducing 
uninsured rates, enhancing provider capacity, and addressing geographic barriers to care. It highlighted that 
states with expanded Medicaid have higher HPV vaccination rates and that expanding eligibility can 
particularly benefit rural populations, who are more likely to be uninsured and face structural barriers to health 

https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/253601-hpv-vaccination-policy-summary-090523.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/253601-hpv-vaccination-policy-summary-090523.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/09132023-medicaid-eligibility-expansion-infographic.pdf
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services. Including this consideration in rural-focused HPV policy work can strengthen efforts to achieve more 
equitable vaccination access and outcomes.  
 
Table 3. “Big P” Policy Measures to Increase HPV Vaccination in Rural Areas 

Policy Opportunity Description Level 
State immunization registries 
 

Statewide registries in which all immunization records 
are entered and maintained; increased interoperability 
between state registries. 

State 

Pharmacy-related laws 
 

State-enacted laws allowing pharmacists to provide the 
HPV vaccine series to youth and young adults. 

State 
 

School-entry requirements 
 

State-enacted laws that require students to initiate and 
complete the HPV vaccine series to maintain eligibility 
to attend school. State laws that require or recommend 
distribution of HPV vaccine information. 

State 
 

Rural HPV vaccination research 
 

Increased funding for interventional rural HPV 
vaccination research (e.g., randomized controlled 
trials, quasi-experimental studies, and pragmatic 
trials). 

National 
 

VFC program rules/structures 
 

Make it easier for clinics to join the VFC program or 
achieve “official state provider” status under the VFC 
(lessen administrative burden & associated costs). 

State 

Medicaid expansion/eligibility 
 

Medicaid expansion and increasing the income limit for 
eligibility could increase access to care. 

Federal 

Regulation around reimbursement 
 

Ensure adequate reimbursement among all provider 
types; ensure HPV vaccination is covered by individual 
and group insurance plans. 

Federal/State 

Minor consent laws 
 

Policies allowing adolescents to self-consent to 
vaccinations. 

State 

 
As a part of our early efforts, report results39 and Preventing HPV Cancers Through Increased Medicaid 
Eligibility fact sheet were widely shared with partners, helping to spark national dialogue about how these 
policy domains manifest in rural settings. Additionally, in public-facing communication channels—including 
quarterly updates meetings and communications and the “Wide Open Spaces” article series, a featured section 
of the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program’s monthly Path to Prevention newsletter, and also available at 
stjude.org/HPVrural, the stories and research that link rural vaccination coverage with broader systemic and 
policy-level challenges have been elevated. Implementing the identified policy recommendations in a 
coordinated manner can help overcome access barriers and improve vaccine uptake in underserved rural 
populations. By highlighting gaps and opportunities, the groundwork for future advocacy collaborations that aim 
to translate these insights into action is established. This foundational work contributes to a growing awareness 
that meaningful progress in rural HPV cancer prevention must include policy as a core driver. 
 
 
e. Communication 
 
Communication has been a cornerstone of advancing our rural HPV cancer prevention priority actions. 
Through multi-pronged outreach, the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program has prioritized consistent, 
timely, relevant, and accessible communication to support awareness, engagement, and collaboration. 
Activities under this priority include: 

• Hosting quarterly updates and opportunities meetings to share timely information and updates on 
priority actions and annually in special recognition of National Rural Health Day in November; 

• Distributing a quarterly rural communication and contributing rural content to the HPV Cancer 
Prevention Program’s monthly newsletter, Path to Prevention;  

• Publishing the monthly “Wide Open Spaces” article series to highlight field perspectives as a feature of 
the HPV Cancer Prevention Program’s monthly newsletter, Path to Prevention; 

https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/253601-hpv-vaccination-policy-summary-090523.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/09132023-medicaid-eligibility-expansion-infographic.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/09132023-medicaid-eligibility-expansion-infographic.pdf
https://stjude.org/hpvrural
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• Maintaining and updating the Preventing HPV Cancers in Rural Communities  webpage with curated 
resources;  

• Managing a dedicated rural HPV cancer listserv to facilitate ongoing information exchange with 
partners;  

• Developing and disseminating the Preventing HPV Cancers with Rural Communities factsheet; 
• Launching rural-specific HPV vaccination resources, messages, and materials tailored for health 

professionals, partners, and communities working to prevent HPV cancers in rural America as part of 
the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program’s national awareness campaign, "Kids Aren’t Thinking 
About HPV". These tools aim to address the unique challenges and strengths in rural settings while 
equipping users with evidence-based strategies and sharable content.   

 
A key element of this priority has been building engagement from the ground up. When the St. Jude HPV 
Cancer Prevention Program’s rural HPV vaccination efforts began in 2023, there was no existing network 
dedicated to this work. By identifying and convening relevant and interested partners through a series of 
activities, including an introductory meeting, the Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank, and a nationwide 
survey to map individuals and organizations focused on rural HPV vaccination and cancer prevention, the 
focus on this under-vaccinated population was amplified. 
 
These early efforts laid the foundation for the creation of a St. Jude-maintained rural HPV listserv, which now 
serves as the primary communication tool for reaching this engaged community. Through this platform, 
consistent communication with rural partners has grown reach and engagement. 
 
As part of the communication priority, the most effective communication methods, frequencies, and types of 
content were assessed. This iterative process has ensured that updates, resources, and opportunities shared 
through the listserv and other channels are relevant, actionable, and aligned with the needs of our rural 
audience. 
 
Together, these communication efforts serve to strengthen connections across key partners and ensure that 
rural perspectives and needs remain centered in HPV cancer prevention efforts. The following section provides 
descriptions and available data for each activity to demonstrate the scope and impact of communication 
efforts. 
 
Preventing HPV Cancers with Rural Communities Updates and Opportunities Meetings 
“Preventing HPV Cancers with Rural Communities Quarterly Updates and Opportunities Meetings", hosted by 
the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program feature progress on priority action items and showcase 
successful efforts to promote HPV cancer prevention with rural communities. St. Jude's quarterly meetings 
share updates on rural HPV vaccination progress, featuring new resources and policy changes. Table 4 
includes information on the updates meetings, including links to the recordings, slide decks, summaries, as 
well as information on presenters, registration, and attendance (when data were available).  
 
 
 

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities.html
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/p2p-fact-sheet-rural-communities-03-23.pdf
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/a-future-free-of-hpv-cancers/rural-hpv-prevention.html


Table 4. Preventing HPV Cancers with Rural Communities Updates and Opportunities Meetings 
Meeting Date and 

Links Title Presenters Registered Attended 
February 21, 2024 
Recording 
Slide Deck  
Summary  

Supporting Pediatricians to Increase 
HPV Vaccination Rates 

Sara Lolley, MPH, Program Manager, Immunization 
Initiatives, American Academy of Pediatrics 

Not 
available 

86 

Adolescent Immunization Action 
Week 2024 

Kim Wolfe, Associate, Unity 
Consortium 

 
May 22, 2024 
Recording 
Slide Deck 
Summary 

Understanding HPV Cancer Rural 
Disparities 

Jason Semprini, PhD, Assistant Professor, College of 
Public Health, Des Moines University 
 

Not 
available 

25 

Best Practices, Challenges and 
Solutions to HPV Vaccination in 
Rural Areas: A Qualitative Study 
from Three States 

Shillpa Naavaal, BDS, MPH, HPVRT Emerging Leaders 
Program 
 
Ha Ngan (Milkie) Vu, PhD, HPVRT Emerging Leaders 
Program 
 
Kiara Long, MPH, HPVRT Emerging Leaders Program 
 

August 21, 2024 
Recording 
Slide Deck 
Summary 

The Rural Burden of HPV-Attributed 
Cancer 

Jason Semprini, PhD, Assistant Professor, College of 
Public Health, Des Moines University 

 

Not 
available 

74 

Supporting Pediatricians to Increase 
HPV Vaccination Rates 

Sara Lolley, MPH, Program Manager, Immunization 
Initiatives, American Academy of Pediatrics 

 
February 19, 2025 
Recording 
Slide Deck 
Summary  

HPV Vaccination in Rural 
Communities 

Ashley Lach, Program Manager, HPV Disparities, 
American Cancer Society 
 
Christina Turpin, Director, National HPV Vaccination 
Roundtable, American Cancer Society 
 

80 51 

May 14, 2025 
Recording 
Slide Deck 
Summary 

Preventing HPV Cancers with Rural 
Communities Updates and 
Opportunities: Reviewing the Current 
Conditions 

Moderator:  
• Deanna Kepka, PhD, MPH, College of Nursing, 

Huntsman Cancer Institute, University of Utah  
 
Panelists:  

• Trisha Amboree, PhD, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Public Health Sciences, Medical 
University of South Carolina, Hollings Cancer 
Center 

• Natoshia Askelson, PhD, MPH, Associate 
Professor, Community & Behavioral Health, 

129 71 

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities/quarterly-meetings/february-2024-quarterly-meeting.html
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/presentation-slides/rrt-quarterly-meeting-21Feb2024-slides.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/quarterly-update-rural-21feb24.pdf
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities/quarterly-meetings/may-2024-quarterly-meeting.html
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/hpv-resources/hpv-quarterly-meeting-may-22-slides.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/hpv-resources/hpv-quarterly-update-may-22-summary.pdf
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities/quarterly-meetings/august-2024-quarterly-meeting.html
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/rural-roundtable-wos/slides-quarterly-update-august21.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/rural-roundtable-wos/summary-quarterly-updates-august21.pdf
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities/quarterly-meetings/february-2025-quarterly-meetings.html
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/presentation-slides/rural-roundtable-quarterly-meeting-19feb25.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/rural-quarterly-meeting-02feb25.pdf
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities/quarterly-meetings/may-2025-quarterly-meetings.html
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/presentation-slides/slides-may-rural-quarterly-meeting-051425.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/rural-quarterly-meeting-14may25.pdf
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Director of the Research and Evaluation Core, 
Institute for Public Health Practice, Research, 
and Policy, Associate Director for Community 
Outreach & Engagement, Holden 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 

• Gabriel Benavidez, PhD, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Public Health, Baylor University 
(absent) 

• Ashley Lach, MHA, CPHA, Program Manager, 
American Cancer Society 

• Jason Semprini, PhD, Assistant Professor, Des 
Moines University 

• Christina Turpin, Director, National HPV 
Vaccination Roundtable, American Cancer 
Society  

• Whitney Zahnd, PhD, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Health Management and Policy in 
the College of Public Health at the University of 
Iowa 

 
August 20, 2025 
Recording  
Slide Deck 
Summary 

Migrant Farmworkers Coalition – 
Indiana 

Dandy A. Garcia, Associate Director for Community 
Partnerships, American Cancer Society 

165 65 

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities/quarterly-meetings/august-2025-quarterly-meeting.html
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/presentation-slides/rrt-quarterly-meeting-20aug2025-slides.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/rural-roundtable-wos/rural-august-update-meeting-summnary.pdf


 
The quarterly updates meeting held annually in November maintains a focus in alignment with National Rural 
Health Day. Table 5 includes information on the quarterly updates meetings on National Rural Health Day, 
including links to the recordings, slide decks, summaries, as well as Information on presenters, registration and 
attendance (when data were available). 
 
Table 5. Preventing HPV Cancers with Rural Communities Updates and Opportunities Meetings--
National Rural Health Day 

Meeting Date and 
Links Title Presenters Registered Attended 

November 29, 2023 
Recording 
Slide Deck 
Summary  

ACS National HPV 
Vaccination Roundtable: 
National Partnerships for 
Rural HPV Vaccinations 

Christina Turpin, Director, 
National HPV Vaccination 
Roundtable, American 
Cancer Society 
 

181 Not 
available 

ACS: Geographic Focus on 
Rural HPV Vaccination 

Jennifer Nkonga, Senior 
Director, Regional Strategy & 
Implementation Interventions, 
American Cancer Society 

November 21, 2024 
Recording 
Slide Deck 
Summary  

Working Together to 
Reframe “Medical Freedom” 

Sara Dillard, 
Communications Director, 
Indiana Immunization 
Coalition 

Not 
available 

79 

Building Partnerships to 
Improve HPV Vaccination in 
the Mountain West 

Deanna Kepka, PhD, MPH, 
College of Nursing, 
Huntsman Cancer Institute, 
University of Utah 

Note: The November 20, 2025 National Rural Health Day programming was not yet available at the time this 
report was published. 
 
 
Quarterly Rural HPV Communication 
Recognizing that effective prevention relies not only on awareness but also on accessible tools tailored to local 
realities, the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program has leveraged its rural quarterly e-communications as 
a primary vehicle for curating, organizing, and disseminating resources across sectors to equip rural health 
professionals and advocates with accessible, adaptable resources that reinforce HPV vaccination as a critical 
cancer prevention tool. Each e-communication has served as a snapshot of current initiatives from the St. Jude 
HPV Cancer Prevention Program as well as partners, newly available research, and tools available to support 
healthcare professionals, public health practitioners, and community leaders working to reduce rural 
differences in outcomes in HPV vaccination coverage. Over the course of seven issues since its beginning in 
November 2023, the rural quarterly communication has highlighted a broad array of resources that have 
consistently included training modules for healthcare providers, toolkits tailored for rural communication 
strategies, policy and research guidance, and recorded seminars by subject matter experts. Analytic data on 
the rural quarterly communications is described in Table 6.   
 
Table 6. Preventing HPV Cancers in Rural Communities Quarterly Communication  

Date and Link # Sent Opened (%) Bounce (%) 
November 13, 2023: Special National Rural 
Health Day Communication 

455 35.8 0.4 

February 14, 2024 3,983 31.6 0.1 
May 16, 2024 583 40.7 0.5 
August 15, 2024 573 38.4 0.2 
November 2024: Special National Rural Health 
Day Communication 

4,223 32.6 0.2 

February 12, 2025 558 42.7 0.2 

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities/quarterly-meetings/november-2023-quarterly-meeting.html
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/presentation-slides/rural-update-nov-29-2023-slides.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/rrt-quarterly-summary-29nov23.pdf
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities/quarterly-meetings/november-2024-quarterly-meeting.html
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/hpv-roundtable-materials/rrt-quarterly-meeting-21nov24.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/rural-quarterly-meeting-21nov24.pdf
https://stjudehpvcancerpreventionprogram.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=a3c65c2974270fd093ee8a9bf8ae7d0b.138&s=bb48a870a879642b17ffbbe0cbb004e1
https://stjudehpvcancerpreventionprogram.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=4c56ff4ce4aaf9573aa5dff913df997a.150&s=bb48a870a879642b17ffbbe0cbb004e1
https://stjudehpvcancerpreventionprogram.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=42a0e188f5033bc65bf8d78622277c4e.167&s=bb48a870a879642b17ffbbe0cbb004e1
https://stjudehpvcancerpreventionprogram.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=2b24d495052a8ce66358eb576b8912c8.176&s=bb48a870a879642b17ffbbe0cbb004e1
https://stjudehpvcancerpreventionprogram.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=140f6969d5213fd0ece03148e62e461e.187&s=bb48a870a879642b17ffbbe0cbb004e1
https://stjudehpvcancerpreventionprogram.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=8f85517967795eeef66c225f7883bdcb.203&s=bb48a870a879642b17ffbbe0cbb004e1
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Date and Link # Sent Opened (%) Bounce (%) 
May 7, 2025 557 43.6 0 
August 13, 2025  549 37.5 0.4 
November 13, 2025: Special National Rural 
Health Day Communication 

3,726 30.0 0.4 

 
 
“Wide Open Spaces” Article Series 
“Wide Open Spaces” is an article series that began in January 2023 and is featured in the St. Jude HPV 
Cancer Prevention Program’s monthly newsletter, Path to Prevention. “Wide Open Spaces” articles are also 
highlighted in the quarterly rural communication and published to the Preventing HPV Cancers in Rural 
Communities webpage. The articles include contributions from health care providers, academics, and 
community leaders who are working with rural communities to improve HPV vaccination rates and reduce HPV 
cancers. The series serves as an innovative educational platform for strategies on HPV vaccination and cancer 
prevention in rural communities. This series responds to the persistent differences in outcomes in HPV 
vaccination rates in rural areas, where access barriers, misinformation, and cultural factors contribute to under-
immunization. Using compelling storytelling, expert perspectives, and practical solutions, the series aims to 
educate, inspire action, and drive policy change to improve HPV vaccination coverage in rural communities.  
 
Each month, guest contributions from rural partners, showcasing on-the-ground work, are featured through the 
“Wide Open Spaces” article series. The “Wide Open Spaces” article series elevates peer-led strategies and 
highlights best practices from rural communities across the country. These guest contributions showcase local 
approaches to provider engagement, culturally tailored outreach strategies, and cross-sector partnerships. This 
collaborative model not only supports resource dissemination but also centers rural voices in shaping ongoing 
efforts by showcasing evidence-based best practices while incorporating real-world experiences from the field.   
 
The series leverages digital media and narrative storytelling to translate HPV cancer prevention 
implementation science and research into accessible, engaging, and actionable content. We invite guest 
contributors to engage with readers about rural life and rural HPV issues and initiatives as they share their 
experiences and strategies. The one-page articles feature first-hand accounts, expert analyses, and 
community-driven solutions, fostering a sense of shared purpose and collective problem-solving.   
 
To date, the series has published 35 articles featuring contributors from more than 20 states and several 
national programs. The newsletter reaches approximately 4,000 contacts monthly, achieving an average open 
rate of 35%. Future evaluations will incorporate longitudinal assessments and expanded collaborations to 
refine content and maximize reach and better understand adoption of highlighted strategies by rural 
practitioners and communities.  
 
The series introduces a novel approach to HPV cancer education by blending scientific rigor with human-
centered storytelling, bridging the gap between data-driven insights and community-driven action. The “Wide 
Open Spaces” series serves as a scalable model for cancer education, with potential applications across 
diverse populations and health challenges. By compiling a growing library of strategies, resources, and thought 
pieces, the series serves as a dynamic platform for evaluating best practices—including programs, 
interventions, and campaigns—and fosters knowledge-sharing across rural communities. This approach 
reflects a strong commitment to resource dissemination, ensuring that effective practices are shared, updated, 
and adapted across different settings.  
 
Through this scalable, community-driven model, the “Wide Open Spaces” series amplifies impact, extending 
the reach of successful initiatives to prevent HPV cancers. Engagement analytics are presented in Table 7. 
Note that formal data tracking related to the “Wide Open Spaces” article series did not begin until June 2023. 
As a result, any activity or engagement prior to that date is not reflected in the current data set.  
 
  

https://stjudehpvcancerpreventionprogram.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=58a2fc6ed39fd083f55d4182bf88826d.217&s=bb48a870a879642b17ffbbe0cbb004e1
https://stjudehpvcancerpreventionprogram.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=757b505cfd34c64c85ca5b5690ee5293.228&s=bb48a870a879642b17ffbbe0cbb004e1
https://stjudehpvcancerpreventionprogram.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=9cfdf10e8fc047a44b08ed031e1f0ed1.253&s=5116e6e684119a570246ceac53381d0e
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities.html
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Table 7. Wide Open Spaces Article Engagement Analytics 

Date Title and Link Geographic 
Region # 

Se
nt

 

O
pe

ne
d 

(%
) 

B
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e 

(%
) 

January 2023 Supporting HPV Vaccination with Rural 
Communities 
 

National 2935 34.2 0.2 

February 2023 Impact of COVID-19 on Behind-the-
Scenes HPV Vaccination Work with 
Rural Clinics 

Iowa 2960 34.4 0.3 

March 2023 Supporting HPV Vaccination with Rural 
Communities 
 

National 3257 33.9 0.7 

April 2023 It's All Greek: Improving HPV 
Vaccination with Greek Life 

Kansas 3342 33.4 0.5 

May 2023 A Possible Strategy to Increase HPV 
Vaccination Rates Among Young 
Adults in Rural Areas: Partnering with 
Universities 
 

Illinois 3334 32.2 0.2 

June 2023 Testing Evidence-based Strategies to 
Improve HPV Vaccination Coverage in 
Rural Primary Care Clinics 
 

Iowa 3389 31.8 0.4 

July 2023 Convening a “Think Tank” to Inform 
Actions to Improve HPV Vaccination 
Coverage with Rural Communities 
 

National 4006 31.0 0.4 

August 2023 Addressing HPV-related Stigma to 
Increase HPV Vaccination in Rural 
Communities 
 

National 3992 30.8 0.5 

September 
2023 

Perspectives on HPV Vaccination in 
Rural America 
 

National 3979 29.7 0.4 

October 2023 Partnering with Schools to Increase 
HPV Vaccine Coverage in Rural 
Communities along the U.S.-Mexico 
Border 
 

Texas 3974 29.7 0.6 

November 
2023 

Reaching Rural Communities with HPV 
Vaccination Messages on a Budget 
 

New York 3958 35.1 0.6 

December 
2023 

Bridging the Gap: INVESTing in HPV 
Vaccination for Rural Youth 
 

North 
Carolina and 
South 
Carolina 

3972 43.5 0.2 

January 2024 Community-engaged Transdisciplinary 
Approaches to Cervical Cancer 
Prevention in Appalachia 
 

Appalachia/O
hio 

3961 45.7 0.4 

February 2024 HPV ECHO for Providers: 
Strengthening Opportunities to 

Pennsylvania 3964 33.0 0.6 

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-casey-daniel.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-casey-daniel.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wide-open-spaces-grace-ryan.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wide-open-spaces-grace-ryan.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wide-open-spaces-grace-ryan.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-march3-seminar-recap.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-march3-seminar-recap.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wide-open-spaces-ashley-adorante.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wide-open-spaces-ashley-adorante.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wide-open-spaces-min-jee-lee.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wide-open-spaces-min-jee-lee.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wide-open-spaces-min-jee-lee.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wide-open-spaces-min-jee-lee.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/testing-evidence-based-strategies-to-improve-hpv-vaccination-cov.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/testing-evidence-based-strategies-to-improve-hpv-vaccination-cov.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/testing-evidence-based-strategies-to-improve-hpv-vaccination-cov.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wide-open-spaces-convening-a-think-tank.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wide-open-spaces-convening-a-think-tank.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wide-open-spaces-convening-a-think-tank.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-addressing-hpv-related-stigma.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-addressing-hpv-related-stigma.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-addressing-hpv-related-stigma.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-perspectives-on-hpv-vaccination-in-rural-communities.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-perspectives-on-hpv-vaccination-in-rural-communities.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-partnering-with-schools-along-us-mexico-border.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-partnering-with-schools-along-us-mexico-border.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-partnering-with-schools-along-us-mexico-border.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-partnering-with-schools-along-us-mexico-border.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-reaching-rural-communities-with-hpv-vaccination-messages-on-a-budget.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-reaching-rural-communities-with-hpv-vaccination-messages-on-a-budget.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-harrison.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-harrison.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-electra-paskett.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-electra-paskett.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-electra-paskett.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-hpv-echo-for-providers.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-hpv-echo-for-providers.html
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Date Title and Link Geographic 
Region # 
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Increase HPV Vaccination Coverage in 
Rural Primary Care 
 

March 2024 Retooling Provider HPV Vaccine 
Communication Styles to Increase 
Rural HPV Vaccine Coverage 
 

North 
Carolina 

3988 30.2 0.3 

April 2024 Bridging the Gap in HPV Vaccinations: 
Community-driven Strategies in Rural 
Areas 
 

California 4262 32.8 0.3 

May 2024 Implementing a Mobile HPV 
Vaccination Program in South Carolina 
 

South 
Carolina 

4246 31.5 0.4 

June 2024 Mountain West HPV Vaccination 
Project Helps Shape American Cancer 
Society National HPV Vaccination 
Program 
 

Mountain 
West (Idaho, 
Montana, 
Wyoming, 
Utah, 
Nevada) 

4268 28.9 0.5 

July 2024 Energizing and equipping rural 
providers in Washington state to 
increase HPV vaccination of preteens, 
ages 9-12 
 

Washington 4244 42.6 0.6 

August 2024 Encouraging HPV Vaccination among 
Young Adults in the Catch-up Age 
 

Texas 4211 31.4 0.2 

September 
2024 

Improving HPV Vaccination Coverage 
in The Last Frontier Takes a 
Community-Centered Approach  
 

Alaska 4273 30.9 0.6 

October 2024 Bridging Gaps: Addressing HPV 
Awareness and Vaccination 
Challenges in Hispanic/Latino Rural 
Communities 
 

National 4302 31.2 0.6 

November 
2024 

Increasing HPV Vaccination in 
American Indians/Alaska Natives: Co-
Development of a Healthcare Provider 
Toolkit with Community Partners 
 

Oregon, 
Washington, 
Idaho 

4248 31.5 0.4 

December 
2024 

Advancing Health Equity Through the 
"Why Age 9" Campaign: A 
Collaborative Effort in the Nebraska 
Panhandle 
 

Nebraska 4200 32.4 0.3 

January 2025 Educate, Recommend, Refer: An 
Intervention to Leverage Dental Offices 

Iowa 4191 33.2 0.3 

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-hpv-echo-for-providers.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-hpv-echo-for-providers.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/retooling-provider-hpv-vaccine-communication-styles-to-increase-rural-coverage.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/retooling-provider-hpv-vaccine-communication-styles-to-increase-rural-coverage.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/retooling-provider-hpv-vaccine-communication-styles-to-increase-rural-coverage.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-bridging-gap-in-hpv-vaccinations-community-driven-strategies-in-rural-areas.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-bridging-gap-in-hpv-vaccinations-community-driven-strategies-in-rural-areas.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-bridging-gap-in-hpv-vaccinations-community-driven-strategies-in-rural-areas.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/implementing-mobile-hpv-vaccination-program-in-south-carolina.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/implementing-mobile-hpv-vaccination-program-in-south-carolina.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-mountain-west-hpv-vaccination-project.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-mountain-west-hpv-vaccination-project.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-mountain-west-hpv-vaccination-project.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-mountain-west-hpv-vaccination-project.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-energizing-and-equipping-rural-providers-in-washington-state.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-energizing-and-equipping-rural-providers-in-washington-state.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-energizing-and-equipping-rural-providers-in-washington-state.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-energizing-and-equipping-rural-providers-in-washington-state.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-encouraging-hpv-vaccination-among-young-adults-in-the-catch-up-age.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-encouraging-hpv-vaccination-among-young-adults-in-the-catch-up-age.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-september-improving-hpv-vaccination-coverage-in-the-last-frontier.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-september-improving-hpv-vaccination-coverage-in-the-last-frontier.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-september-improving-hpv-vaccination-coverage-in-the-last-frontier.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-addressing-hpv-awareness-and-vaccination-challenges-in-hispanic-latino-rural-communities.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-addressing-hpv-awareness-and-vaccination-challenges-in-hispanic-latino-rural-communities.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-addressing-hpv-awareness-and-vaccination-challenges-in-hispanic-latino-rural-communities.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-addressing-hpv-awareness-and-vaccination-challenges-in-hispanic-latino-rural-communities.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-increasing-hpv-vaccination-in-american-indians-alaska-natives.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-increasing-hpv-vaccination-in-american-indians-alaska-natives.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-increasing-hpv-vaccination-in-american-indians-alaska-natives.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-increasing-hpv-vaccination-in-american-indians-alaska-natives.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-advancing-health-equity-through-the-why-age-9-campaign.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-advancing-health-equity-through-the-why-age-9-campaign.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-advancing-health-equity-through-the-why-age-9-campaign.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-advancing-health-equity-through-the-why-age-9-campaign.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-january-2025-intervention-to-leverage-dental-offices-as-settings-for-promoting-the-hpv-vaccine.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-january-2025-intervention-to-leverage-dental-offices-as-settings-for-promoting-the-hpv-vaccine.html
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Date Title and Link Geographic 
Region # 

Se
nt

 

O
pe

ne
d 

(%
) 

B
ou

nc
e 

(%
) 

as Settings for Promoting the HPV 
Vaccine 

February 2025 Using Data as Our Guide 
 

National 4148 35.1 0.3 

March 2025 Addressing HPV Vaccination Gaps in 
Rural America: A Call for Action   

National 4152 32.3 3.8 

April 2025 Increasing HPV Vaccine Uptake 
Through Community Partnerships in 
Rural North Carolina   

North 
Carolina 

4140 36.0 0.2 

May 2025 Addressing Cervical Cancer Disparities 
in the Mississippi Delta through 
Community-Based Participatory 
Research  

Mississippi 4138 38.6 <0.1 

June 2025 A Preventable Cancer Crisis We Can't 
Ignore 

National 4128 35.0 0.4 

July 2025 Patriotism and Public Health: We the 
People Vax 

National  4248 33.6 0.4 

August 2025  The Power of Prevention: "HPV 
Doesn’t Wait – Why Should You?" 

Nebraska 3685 9.4 0.5 

September 
2025 

Addressing HPV vaccination in 
Southwest GA: The Emory Cancer 
Prevention and Control Research 
Network 

Georgia 3657 34.2 0.3 

October 2025 Strength in Community: Native Youth 
Leading HPV Cancer Prevention 

North 
Carolina/ 
Southeast 

3653 39.6 0.4 

November 
2025 

Accelerating Our Impact: Introducing 
Revised Priority Actions to Improve 
Rural HPV Vaccination Coverage | St. 
Jude Research 

National 3753 30.8 0.6 

Note: Data presented here are as of Summer 2025. 
 
 
Resources 
Preventing HPV with Rural Communities Webpage 
The rural HPV landing page was launched June 19, 2023 and hosts all rural focused HPV cancer prevention 
resources available through the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program (Table 8 and Table 9). The website 
has had users from all 50 US states and 39 countries and can be accessed at stjude.org/HPVrural.  
 
Table 8. Preventing HPV Cancers in Rural Communities Web Traffic Analytics 

Traffic Type Data 
Pageviews 5298 
Bounce Rate 41.73% 
Visits 3986 
Unique Visitors 2445 
Button-Subscribe to our email list  193 clicks 
Button-Register for these meetings  119 clicks 
Button-See videos, slides of previous meetings  70 clicks 
Actual Submissions-Subscribe to our email list  184 

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-january-2025-intervention-to-leverage-dental-offices-as-settings-for-promoting-the-hpv-vaccine.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-january-2025-intervention-to-leverage-dental-offices-as-settings-for-promoting-the-hpv-vaccine.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-data-as-our-guide.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-addressing-hpv-vaccination-gaps-in-rural-america-a-call-for-action.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-addressing-hpv-vaccination-gaps-in-rural-america-a-call-for-action.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-increasing-hpv-vaccine-uptake-through-community-partnerships-in-rural-north-carolina.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-increasing-hpv-vaccine-uptake-through-community-partnerships-in-rural-north-carolina.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-increasing-hpv-vaccine-uptake-through-community-partnerships-in-rural-north-carolina.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-addressing-cervical-cancer-disparities-in-the-mississippi-delta.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-addressing-cervical-cancer-disparities-in-the-mississippi-delta.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-addressing-cervical-cancer-disparities-in-the-mississippi-delta.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-addressing-cervical-cancer-disparities-in-the-mississippi-delta.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-a-preventable-cancer-crisis-we-cant-ignore.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-a-preventable-cancer-crisis-we-cant-ignore.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-patriotism-and-public-health-we-the-people-vax.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-patriotism-and-public-health-we-the-people-vax.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-hpv-doesnt-wait-why-should-you.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-hpv-doesnt-wait-why-should-you.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-cam-escoffery.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-cam-escoffery.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-cam-escoffery.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-cam-escoffery.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-strength-in-community-native-youth-leading-hpv-cancer-prevention.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-strength-in-community-native-youth-leading-hpv-cancer-prevention.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-november-2025.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-november-2025.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-november-2025.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-november-2025.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/preventing-hpv-cancers-with-rural-communities.html?msockid=1744184b17206e2935530dc4166a6f9c
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Traffic Type Data 
Preventing HPV Cancers in Rural Communities Fact Sheet 
PDF  

216 clicks 

Preventing HPV Cancers in Rural Communities Fact Sheet 
PDF – *Download from Program resources page 

113 

Note: Data presented here are as of Summer 2025. 
 
Table 9. Rural HPV Website Analytics by Traffic Source 

Traffic Sources Visits 
Direct (Typed or Bookmarked or Others) 1960 
Referring Domains 973 
Natural Search 739 
Email (Active Campaign) 212 
Social Networks 40 
Internal 37 
Organic Social          25 

 
 
Preventing HPV with Rural Communities Listserv 
Visitors to the rural landing page can subscribe to join the rural email list to learn more, get updates, and find 
useful resources (Table 10). Subscription to the rural HPV email list can be done here.  
 
Table 10. Analytics of Preventing HPV in Rural Communities Listserv 

Membership # List Growth Rate Delivery Rate Unsubscribe Rate 
613 0.2% 100% 0.1% 

 
Preventing HPV Cancers with Rural Communities Fact Sheet 
Created in 2024 to equip rural community members and providers with facts about HPV cancers and HPV 
vaccination, the Preventing HPV Cancers with Rural Communities Fact Sheet offers facts on HPV vaccination 
as cancer prevention, information about rural communities, and how to prevent HPV and HPV cancers.  
 
 
f. Data 
 
Updated data on rural HPV vaccination coverage and HPV cancer incidence are essential to inform targeted 
efforts and understand reach and impact. Working with subject matter experts, including Drs. Jason Semprini, 
Whitney Zahnd, and Gabe Benavidez, explorations of HPV vaccination and HPV cancer data were conducted 
and published. A rural HPV data profile with updated rural-centric data will be created and disseminated based 
on these publications, which have included: 

• Semprini J. The burden of HPV-associated cancer in rural America beyond 2020. Rural Remote Health. 
2024;24:9281. 

• Semprini J, Zahnd W, Brandt HM. What cancers explain the growing rural-urban gap in human 
papillomavirus-associated cancer incidence? J Rural Health. 2025 Jan;41(1):e12915. 

• Semprini J, Benavidez G, Zahnd WE, Brandt HM. Evaluating intersectional variation of HPV-associated 
cancers in rural America. BMC Public Health. 2025 Aug 2;25(1):2627. 

 
The results of these analyses have shown continued elevated rates of HPV cancers in rural U.S. communities 
and HPV vaccination coverage lower than the U.S. overall and lower than in urban communities. The burden of 
HPV cancers in rural communities was revisited based on previously published research.2 HPV vaccination 
coverage in rural areas also was revisited based on previous research.22 Results of this work reevaluating 
rural-urban differences in outcomes in HPV cancer and vaccination coverage cemented that HPV cancers are 
elevated in rural areas and HPV vaccination coverage remains lower.3-5, 12 

 

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/subscription-list-rural.html
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/p2p-fact-sheet-rural-communities-fin-web.pdf
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g. Additional Programming 
 
In addition to activities aligned with the six priority actions, the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program has 
implemented complementary programming that supports and advances all areas of the rural HPV cancer 
prevention effort. These initiatives do not fit neatly into a single priority but instead serve as a critical extension 
of the work being done across all six priority actions. They amplify and reinforce our efforts by creating natural 
connections between priorities, supporting shared goals, and helping to accelerate progress on multiple fronts 
simultaneously. 
 
These additional activities also serve as a bridge between the individual priorities, addressing overlapping 
needs and ensuring that the work culminates in a broader, more integrated rural HPV prevention strategy. By 
fostering collaboration, strengthening communication, and building capacity in key areas, these efforts provide 
a foundation for sustainable progress and help drive a unified approach to improving HPV vaccination and 
reducing HPV-related cancers in rural communities. 
 
International HPV Awareness Day Seminars 
International HPV Awareness Day was inaugurated March 4, 2018 to address significant gaps in public 
awareness of HPV. The campaign is founded on the premise that awareness of HPV is a fundamental element 
in efforts to reduce the harm or HPV and ultimately eliminate HPV cancers. Annually, the St. Jude HPV Cancer 
Prevention Program hosts a week-long series of webinars in recognition of International HPV Awareness Day 
(Table 11) to highlight key topics related to HPV vaccination and cancer prevention. Since 2023, this series 
has included a webinar specific to rural communities.  
 
Table 11. International HPV Awareness Day Rural-Focused Seminars 

Meeting Date and 
Links Title Presenters Registered Attended 

March 3, 2023 
Recording  
Slide Deck  
 

Improving HPV Cancer 
Prevention with Rural 
Communities 

Deanna Kepka, PhD, Assoc 
Professor, College of 
Nursing, Huntsman Cancer 
Institute, University of Utah 
 
Benjamin Teeter, PhD, 
Assoc Professor, Center for 
Implementation Research, 
University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences 
Daisy Morales-Campos, 
PhD, Latino Research 
Institute, University of Texas 
at Austin 
 
L. Joy Baker, MD, FACOG, 
PMH-C, C-EFM, 
MT(ASCP), Wellstar West 
Georgia Medical Center 
 
Amy Zajic, HPV Cancer 
Survivor 

Not 
available 

Not 
available 

February 29, 2024 
Recording  
Slide Deck  
 

Rural Reach: Accelerating 
HPV Vaccination Coverage: 
Empowering Rural 
Communities for HPV 
Prevention 

Electra Paskett, PhD, 
Director, Div of Cancer 
Control, Dept of Internal 
Medicine, The Ohio State 
University 
 

Not 
available 

197 

https://ipvsoc.org/hpv-day/
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/videos/had-march-2023.html
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/presentation-slides/had-03032023.pdf
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/videos/had-february-2024.html
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/presentation-slides/rural-reach-ihad-slides-29feb24.pdf
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Meeting Date and 
Links Title Presenters Registered Attended 

William Calo, PhD, JD, 
Assoc Professor, Dept of 
Public Health Sciences, 
Penn State College of 
Medicine 
 
Prajakta Adsul, PhD, Asst. 
Professor, Dept of Internal 
medicine, Comprehensive 
Cancer Center, University 

March 7, 2025 
Recording  
Slide Deck 
 

Harvesting Best Practices to 
Prevent Rural HPV Cancers 

Jason Semprini, PhD, 
Assistant Professor, College 
of Public Health, Des 
Moines University 
 
Gabriel Benavidez, PhD, 
Assistant Professor, 
Department of Public 
Health, Baylor University 
 
Cam Escoffery, PhD, 
Professor, Behavioral, 
Social and Health Education 
Sciences, Rollins School of 
Public Health 
 

424 167 

 
 
Outreach and Conferences 
The St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program recognizes the value-added in attending outreach events and 
national and international conferences to build awareness of the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program 
and learn and add to the body of knowledge around rural HPV vaccination and cancer prevention. These 
efforts and events are summarized in Table 12.  
 
 
Table 12. HPV Cancer Prevention Program Engagement at Rural Outreach and Conferences 

Date Event Engagement 
May 2024 National Rural Health Association Annual 

Conference/9th Rural Hospital Innovation 
Summit, New Orleans, Louisiana  

Poster Presentation: Prioritizing actions to 
improve HPV vaccination with rural U.S. 
communities 
 
Authors: Heather M. Brandt, PhD; Duha Magzoub, 
MPH; Cristóbal Valdebenito, MA; Julia Neely 
Brown, MPH; Andrea Stubbs, MPA; and the Rural 
HPV Vaccination Think Tank; St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, Memphis TN 
 
 

August 2024 National Rural Cancer Control 
Conference, Nashville, Tennessee  

Presentation: Enhancing HPV Vaccination in 
Rural Communities: Strategies and Successes of 
the HPV Cancer Prevention Program 
 
Presenters: St. Jude Team 

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/videos/had-videos5.html
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/presentation-slides/had-2025-rural-march-7-slides.pdf
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Date Event Engagement 
August 2024 National Immunization Conference, 

Atlanta, Georgia 
 

Poster Presentation: Strategies to improve 
vaccination coverage with rural communities,  
 
Authors: Heather M. Brandt, PhD; Duha Magzoub, 
MPH; Cristóbal Valdebenito, MA; Julia Brown, 
MPH; Andrea Stubbs, MPA; and the Rural HPV 
Vaccination Think Tank HPV Cancer Prevention 
Program St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

April 2025 National HPV Conference, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 

Panel Presentation: Rural Health and HPV 
Vaccination: Effective Strategies for Community 
Engagement and Success 
 
Presenter: Heather Brandt, PhD, Director, HPV 
Cancer Prevention Program, St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital  
Hosted Rural HPV Engagement meeting 
 
Hosts: Nicole Williams, MPH, Program 
Coordinator, HPV Cancer Prevention Program, St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital and Maddy 
McNee, MPH, Program Coordinator, HPV Cancer 
Prevention Program, St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital 
 
23 attendees 

May 2025 National Rural Health Association Annual 
Conference, Atlanta, Georgia 

Attendance by Program Representative 

June 2025 National Rural Health and Cancer 
Conference, Burlington, Vermont 

Attendance by Program Representative 

October 
2025 

International Cancer Education 
Conference, Memphis, Tennessee  

Symposium Presentation: Tailored Educational 
Initiatives to Promote HPV Vaccination Among 
Under-Vaccinated Populations--Wide Open 
Spaces: Promoting Rural HPV Cancer Prevention 
through Storytelling and Community Engagement 
 
Authors: Nicole Williams, MPH, Madeline 
McNee, MPH, Julia Brown, MPH, CHES Karlisa 
Cryer, MPA, Andrea Stubbs, PhD, Heather 
Brandt, PhD, HPV Cancer Prevention Program, 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital  
 
Oral Presentation: Preventing HPV Cancers with 
Rural Communities 
 
Authors: Nicole Williams, MPH, Madeline 
McNee, MPH, Julia Brown, MPH, CHES Karlisa 
Cryer, MPA, Andrea Stubbs, PhD, Heather 
Brandt, PhD, HPV Cancer Prevention Program, 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
 
 

 
In response to ongoing requests from partners for expert presentations on HPV cancer prevention in rural 
communities, we developed and delivered webinar content tailored to these needs. These trainings were 
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organized and hosted by our external partners, who also managed the provision of continuing education (CE) 
credits for participants. (Table 13).  
The webinars focused on opportunities to increase HPV vaccination coverage within rural communities to 
prevent HPV cancers. The webinars provide an overview of HPV and its impact on rural communities and 
shared ongoing efforts by the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program to address HPV vaccination in rural 
settings including the implementation of the six priority action steps and other strategies for increasing HPV 
vaccination rates. Webinars are recorded and available on-demand. Participants gain an understanding of the 
importance and role of healthcare providers and public health professionals in HPV vaccination and HPV 
cancer prevention and gain valuable insights and effective strategies and resources tailored for rural 
communities. In presenting these webinars, we strive to uphold our reputation as a national leader in this 
space and to sustain the momentum of our rural-focused efforts.  
 
Table 13. Rural-Focused HPV Presentations by Program  

Presentation Date  Partner Title Presenters 
January 28, 2025 
 

AgriSafe Learning 
Lab 

Keep Rural Communities 
Healthy: The Role of HPV 
Vaccination  

Heather Brandt, PhD, Director, 
HPV Cancer Prevention 
Program, St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital 
 

July 7, 2025 
 

Nebraska Cancer 
Coalition 

Keep Rural Communities 
Healthy: The Role of HPV 
Vaccination 

Nicole Williams, MPH, Program 
Coordinator, HPV Cancer 
Prevention Program, St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital 
 

October 15, 2025 Rural HPV 
Vaccination 
Learning 
Community, 
American Cancer 
Society National 
HPV Vaccination 
Roundtable  

We Can Prevent HPV 
Cancers with Rural 
Communities 

Heather Brandt, PhD, Director, 
HPV Cancer Prevention 
Program, St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital 

 
 
Other HPV Cancer Prevention Program Rural-focused Programming 
The October 2026 installment of the Empowering and Strengthening Community, Culture, and Connection to 
Prevent HPV Cancers seminar series, explored rural intersectionality and how overlapping factors such as 
place, identity, and access shape opportunities for HPV cancer prevention (Table 14). This seminar series is 
organized by the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program. This seminar focused on rural HPV cancer 
prevention was the sixth in the ongoing Empowering and Strengthening Community, Culture, and Connection 
to Prevent HPV Cancers series, which has spotlighted HPV vaccination gaps and opportunities across diverse 
populations. 
 
Jason Semprini, PhD, presented findings from a recent study, Evaluating Intersectional Variation of HPV-
Associated Cancers in Rural America, revealing significant variation in cancer incidence across race, sex, 
geography, and poverty levels in rural areas of the United States. Marquita Lewis, PhD, MPH, MS, expanded 
on the theme of rural intersectionality through the lens of community engagement, emphasizing that 
“community is rural’s superpower” and that authentic partnerships and shared leadership are essential to 
meaningful progress to ensure HPV prevention strategies, including vaccination, reflect rural realities. Ehsan 
Abdalla, DVM, PhD, MSc, concluded by sharing evidence from her recent project in Alabama demonstrating 
how community-based outreach and education can reduce the HPV cancer burden in underserved rural areas 
when prevention, innovation, and trust-building work hand in hand. Together, the speakers highlighted that 
advancing HPV vaccination and cancer prevention requires collaboration grounded in the lived realities of 
diverse rural communities. 
 

https://learning.agrisafe.org/
https://learning.agrisafe.org/
https://www.necancer.org/
https://www.necancer.org/
https://www.mysocietysource.org/Pages/HPV.aspx
https://www.mysocietysource.org/Pages/HPV.aspx
https://www.mysocietysource.org/Pages/HPV.aspx
https://www.mysocietysource.org/Pages/HPV.aspx
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40753394/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40753394/
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Previous seminar recordings and presentation slides are linked below. Most seminars have been accompanied 
by a fact sheet developed to inform, engage, and empower communities in advancing HPV cancer prevention 
and where available, these are also linked. 

• October 16, 2025: Close-Knit, Far-Reaching-Harnessing the Strengths of Rural Communities to 
Prevent HPV Cancers Through HPV Vaccination recording, presentation slides, and fact sheet 

• June 24, 2025: From Prevention to Protection: Closing Gaps in HPV Vaccination and HPV Cancers in 
LGBTQ+ Communities recording and presentation slides 

• February 20, 2025: Addressing HPV Vaccination Inequities and HPV Cancer Disparities in African 
American and Black Communities recording, presentation slides, and fact sheet 

• November 6, 2024: Empowering American Indian and Alaska Native Communities 
Bridging Gaps in HPV Vaccination and Cancer Prevention recording, presentation slides, and fact 
sheet 

• October 2, 2024: Vacunación Sin Barreras - Addressing HPV Vaccination Inequities and HPV Cancer 
Disparities in Hispanic and Latino Communities recording, presentation slides, and fact sheet 

• May 14, 2024: Understanding HPV Vaccination and HPV Cancer Disparities among Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders recording, presentation slides, and fact sheet 
 

 
Figure 8. Presenters and moderator during October 16, 2025 seminar 

 
Table 14. Empowering and Strengthening Community, Culture, and Connection Seminar Series 

Meeting Date and 
Links Title Presenters Registered Attended 

October 16, 2025 
Recording 
Slide Deck 

Close-Knit, Far-Reaching: 
Harnessing the Strengths 
of Rural Communities to 
Prevent HPV Cancers 
Through HPV Vaccination 

Moderator: Trisha 
Amboree, PhD, MPH, 
Assistant Professor, 
Medical University of South 
Carolina, Hollings Cancer 
Center 
 
Presenters: 
Ehsan Abdalla, DVM, PhD, 
MSc, Associate Professor 
of Public Health/Director of 
Analytics, Department of 
Graduate Public Health, 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Tuskegee 
University 
 
Marquita W. Lewis, PhD, 
MPH, MS, Assistant 
Professor, Co-Assistant 

102 64 

https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/videos/rural-seminar-16oct2025.mp4
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/presentation-slides/slides-16oct25.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/p2p-fact-sheet-rural-communities-03-23.pdf
https://players.brightcove.net/1942203451001/rJ5hfo9P_default/index.html?videoId=6375459617112
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/presentation-slides/062425-slides-closing-gaps-lgbtq-community.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/videos/8556496186-african-american-esc-250220.mp4
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/presentation-slides/aa-webinar-slides.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/hpv-rt-aa-factsheet-d02.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/videos/hpv--empowering-110624.mp4
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/rural-roundtable-wos/empowering-american-indian-and-alaska-native-communities-6nov24.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/naan-factsheet-november-2024.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/naan-factsheet-november-2024.pdf
https://players.brightcove.net/1942203451001/rJ5hfo9P_default/index.html?videoId=6363302337112
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/hpv-resources/hispanic-latino-presentation-slides.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/hpv-rt-l-atin-factsheet.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/videos/beyond-the-numbers-20240514.mp4
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/presentation-slides/beyond-the-numbers-slides-2024-06.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/fact-sheets/aapi-fact-sheet-5-14-2024.pdf
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/videos/rural-seminar-16oct2025.mp4
https://sjr-redesign.stjude.org/content/dam/research-redesign/centers-initiatives/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/presentation-slides/slides-16oct25.pdf
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Meeting Date and 
Links Title Presenters Registered Attended 

Director of Community 
Outreach and Engagement, 
Robert H. Lurie 
Comprehensive Cancer 
Center, Department of 
Medical Social Sciences, 
Feinberg School of 
Medicine, Northwestern 
University 
 
Jason Semprini, PhD, 
Assistant 
Professor, Department of 
Public Health, Des Moines 
University 

 
 
4. CURRENT CONTEXT 
 
Beginning in April 2025 through November 2025, the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program has actively 
assessed the progress of each priority action area, as reported in this summary of progress and continued 
opportunities. In addition, the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program has engaged a group of eight national 
rural HPV cancer prevention subject matter experts to revisit the existing priority actions. The work of this 
group of subject matter experts centers around determining the continued relevance of the original priorities 
identified in 2023 given the changing vaccination, funding, and rural health landscape to help better understand 
the challenges and opportunities ahead—and how the program can respond with purpose.  
 
The original priorities were thoroughly considered and then updated to better reflect the current rural health 
context and emerging challenges. The process of revisiting priority action areas was intended to ensure the 
work remained responsive, relevant, and rooted in the evolving rural health landscape. Based on feedback 
from rural thought leaders during this process, the revised priority actions will be shared during the November 
2025 quarterly updates meeting.  
 
The entire process beginning in January 2023 with the initial introductory meeting is shown in Figure 9.  
 

 
Figure 9. Timeline of Rural HPV Vaccination Implementation, January 2023-November 2025 
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a. Reconvening Thought Leaders to Revisit Rural HPV Vaccination Priority Actions 
 
Two years have passed since the Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank recommended the original six 
priority action steps to improve HPV cancer prevention in rural communities that have guided direct and 
indirect implementation activities. However, when these priorities were determined, the context and conditions 
looked very different from those currently. The present environment entails policy and funding challenges and 
changes that may have catastrophic effects on public health and cancer prevention, including HPV vaccination. 
Recent federal budget discussions under the current administration have signaled concerning cuts to Medicaid, 
as well as to agencies and programs central to cancer control, prevention, and vaccination infrastructure. 
These proposed reductions come at a time when rural communities—already facing persistent differences in 
outcomes in access to care, provider shortages, and lower vaccination rates--can least afford further erosion of 
public health support. Such changes threaten the entire rural health landscape due to these shifting policies 
and funding cuts.  
 
In acknowledging the shifts, this was an ideal time to assess progress, realign efforts, and revisit the original 
priority actions to ensure continued momentum and relevancy. A group of eight subject matter experts were 
recruited to inform and guide revisions.  
 
Subject Matter Experts:  

• Trisha Amboree, PhD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Medical University of South Carolina, Hollings 
Cancer Center 

• Natoshia Askelson, PhD, MPH Associate Professor, Community & Behavioral Health, Director of the 
Research and Evaluation Core, Institute for Public Health Practice, Research, and Policy, Associate 
Director for Community Outreach & Engagement, Holden Comprehensive Cancer Center 

• Gabriel Benavidez, PhD, Assistant Professor of Epidemiology, Dept of Public Health, Baylor University 
• Deanna Kepka, PhD, MPH, Professor, College of Nursing & Huntsman Cancer Institute University of 

Utah 
• Ashley Lach, MHA, CPHQ, Program Manager, HPV Disparities, American Cancer Society 
• Jason Semprini, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Health, Des Moines University 
• Christina Turpin, Former Director, National HPV Vaccination Roundtable, American Cancer Society 
• Whitney Zahnd, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Health Management and Policy in the 

College of Public Health at the University of Iowa 
 
The subject matter experts have met regularly with the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program team from 
April to November 2025 to discuss the original recommendations, consider progress, and then thoughtfully 
identify necessary changes to be more responsive to the current conditions and also accelerate the reach and 
impact of efforts to increase HPV vaccination coverage. This process was highly iterative and participatory. As 
a group, the subject matter experts debated the merits of the original priority actions in the current conditions. 
For example, HPV vaccination may not be the highest priority facing rural U.S. communities. Therefore, efforts 
to address HPV vaccination with U.S. rural communities may be perceived negatively and seem insensitive. 
Alternatively, low HPV vaccination coverage and high rates of HPV cancers in U.S. rural communities demand 
action.  
 
b. Updated Priority Actions to Increase HPV Vaccination Coverage with Rural Communities 
 
Based on the recommendations of the subject matter experts, the original priority actions were reimagined and 
reorganized to better offer guidance on direct and indirect implementation activities. Revised priorities offer 
insight into the most impactful actions to increase HPV vaccination coverage and decrease the burden of HPV 
cancers among people living in rural areas of the U.S. based on the current conditions and anticipated 
challenges in the near-term. They recognize that individuals act based on their environment, resources, 
history, and motivation—as well as what they know, think, and feel. Systems-level changes aim to make HPV 
vaccination the default action, while addressing challenges related to access and emphasizing the vital role of 
providers, whose strong recommendations remain the single greatest predictor of vaccination. 
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The updated priority actions to increase HPV vaccination coverage with rural U.S. communities are shown in 
Figure 10:  

1. Implement Best Practices: Use best practices and evidence-based interventions to increase HPV 
vaccination 

2. Build Capacity: Strengthen health care providers’ and professionals’ training and support systems 
change 

3. Preserve and Expand Data Resources: Leverage existing data and bolster data assets to guide 
informed actions 

4. Foster Partnerships for Progress: Build alliances and cultivate collaborations for collective impact 
5. Monitor Context: Scan the rural health landscape for new challenges and opportunities 

 

 
Figure 10. Updated Rural HPV Vaccination Priority Actions (November 2025) 

 
Revised priorities reflect St. Jude’s continued commitment to ensuring every rural community benefits from the 
life-saving potential of HPV vaccination and to guiding collective progress toward HPV cancer elimination in the 
years ahead. Read more about the revised priority actions in the November 2025 Wide Open Spaces article. 
 
Dissemination of the updated priority actions begins with the National Rural Health Day meeting on November 
20, 2025. Additional information, including detailed direct and indirect implementation action and evaluation 
plans will be developed and further reporting will continue through the rural quarterly updates meetings and 
rural quarterly newsletter of the St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program.  
 
 
 
Learn more about the HPV Cancer Prevention Program at stjude.org/HPV and rural HPV cancer 
prevention efforts at stjude.org/HPVrural. Join the rural listserv here. Email us at 
PreventHPV@stjude.org with any questions.  
 
  

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources/news-hpv-program/wos/wos-november-2025.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program.html
mailto:stjude.org/HPVrural
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/subscription-list-rural.html
mailto:PreventHPV@stjude.org
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APPENDIX A. Resources for Improving HPV Vaccination with Rural Communities in the United States  

 
Organization Website 

American Cancer Society 
educational materials 

https://www.cancer.org/healthy/hpv-vaccine.html 

Alabama Office of Primary Care 
and Rural Health 

https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/ruralhealth/  

Alaska Office of Rural Health 
(Alaska SORH) 

https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Emergency/Pages/healthcare/ruralhealth/d
efault.aspx  

Arizona Center for Rural Health 
(AzCRH) 

https://crh.arizona.edu/  

Arkansas Office of Rural Health 
& Primary Care 

https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/programs-services/topics/rural-health-
and-primary-care  

California State Office of Rural 
Health (CalSORH) 

https://hcai.ca.gov/workforce-capacity/california-primary-care-
office/california-state-office-of-rural-health/  

Cancer Prevention in Action 
(NYS DOH funded initiative) 
  

https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/cancer/prevention_in_action/  

CDC- Vaccination in Rural 
Communities 
  

Https://www.cdc.gov/ruralhealth/vaccines/index.html  

Colorado Rural Health Center 
(CRHC) 

https://coruralhealth.org/  

Connecticut State Office of Rural 
Health (CT-ORH) 

http://www.ruralhealthct.org/  

Delaware Office of Primary Care 
and Rural Health 

https://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dph/hsm/pcohome.html  

Federally qualified health center 
(FQHC) 

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/federally-qualified-health-centers  

Florida Office of Rural Health https://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/community-
health/rural-health/index.html  

Georgia State Office of Rural 
Health (SORH) 

https://dch.georgia.gov/divisionsoffices/state-office-rural-health  

Hawaii State Office of Primary 
Care and Rural Health 

https://health.hawaii.gov/opcrh/  

HRSA - Office of Rural Health 
Policy   

https://www.hrsa.gov/about/organization/bureaus/forhp  

Idaho Bureau of Rural Health 
and Primary Care 

https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/providers/rural-health-and-
underserved-areas/rural-health-and-underserved-areas  

Illinois Center for Rural Health https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/life-stages-populations/rural-
underserved-populations  

Indiana Immunization Coalition https://vaccinateindiana.org/  

https://www.cancer.org/healthy/hpv-vaccine.html
https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/ruralhealth/
https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Emergency/Pages/healthcare/ruralhealth/default.aspx
https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Emergency/Pages/healthcare/ruralhealth/default.aspx
https://crh.arizona.edu/
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/programs-services/topics/rural-health-and-primary-care
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/programs-services/topics/rural-health-and-primary-care
https://hcai.ca.gov/workforce-capacity/california-primary-care-office/california-state-office-of-rural-health/
https://hcai.ca.gov/workforce-capacity/california-primary-care-office/california-state-office-of-rural-health/
https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/cancer/prevention_in_action/
https://www.cdc.gov/ruralhealth/vaccines/index.html
https://coruralhealth.org/
http://www.ruralhealthct.org/
https://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dph/hsm/pcohome.html
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/federally-qualified-health-centers
https://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/community-health/rural-health/index.html
https://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/community-health/rural-health/index.html
https://dch.georgia.gov/divisionsoffices/state-office-rural-health
https://health.hawaii.gov/opcrh/
https://www.hrsa.gov/about/organization/bureaus/forhp
https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/providers/rural-health-and-underserved-areas/rural-health-and-underserved-areas
https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/providers/rural-health-and-underserved-areas/rural-health-and-underserved-areas
https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/life-stages-populations/rural-underserved-populations
https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/life-stages-populations/rural-underserved-populations
https://vaccinateindiana.org/
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Indiana State Office of Rural 
Health 

https://www.in.gov/health/cdpc/office-of-primary-care/health-
professional-shortage-area-designations/indiana-state-office-of-rural-
health-programs/  

Iowa Rural Health Association  https://iaruralhealth.org/  
Iowa State Office of Rural Health 
and Primary Care 

https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/providers-professionals/rural-
health/primary-care-office-and-state-office-rural-health-programs 

Kansas Office of Primary Care & 
Rural Health 

https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/242/Primary-Care-Rural-Health-Programs  

Kentucky Office of Rural Health 
(KORH) 

https://medicine.uky.edu/centers/ruralhealth/kentucky-office-rural-health  

Louisiana Bureau of Chronic 
Disease Prevention and 
Healthcare Access 

https://ldh.la.gov/subhome/25  

Maine Office of Rural Health and 
Primary Care 

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/public-health-systems/rhpc/  

Maine Rural Health Research 
Center 

https://mrhrc.org/  

Maryland Office of Rural Health https://health.maryland.gov/pophealth/Pages/Rural-health.aspx  
Massachusetts Office of Rural 
Health 

https://www.mass.gov/state-office-of-rural-health  

Medical University of South 
Carolina (MUSC) – Hollings 
Cancer Center – HPV 
Vaccination Van   

https://hollingscancercenter.musc.edu/outreach/hpv/hpv-vaccination-van  

Merck - Vaccine Patient 
Assistance Program  

https://www.merckhelps.com/  

Michigan Center for Rural Health 
(MCRH) 

https://mcrh.msu.edu/  

Minnesota Department of Health 
- Office of Rural Health and 
Primary Care (ORHPC) 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/ruralhealth/index.html  

Mississippi Office of Rural Health https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/44,0,111.html  
Missouri Office of Rural Health 
and Primary Care (MORH) 

https://health.mo.gov/living/families/ruralhealth/  

Montana Office of Rural Health 
(MORH) 

https://healthinfo.montana.edu/morh/index.html  

National Association of Rural 
Health Clinics  

https://www.narhc.org/narhc/default.asp  

American Cancer Society 
National HPV Vaccination 
Roundtable 

https://hpvroundtable.org/  

National Rural Health 
Association  

https://www.ruralhealth.us/ 

National Rural Health Resource 
Center 

https://www.ruralhealth.us/  

Nebraska Office of Rural Health https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Rural-Health.aspx  
Nevada State Office of Rural 
Health 

https://med.unr.edu/rural-health  

New Hampshire Oral Health 
Coalition: dental toolkit 
  

https://nhoralhealth.org/blog/dentaquest-2/hpv-vaccine-toolkit-available-
for-nh-dental-offices/ 

New Hampshire Rural Health & 
Primary Care 

https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/programs-services/health-care/rural-health-
primary-care  

https://www.in.gov/health/cdpc/office-of-primary-care/health-professional-shortage-area-designations/indiana-state-office-of-rural-health-programs/
https://www.in.gov/health/cdpc/office-of-primary-care/health-professional-shortage-area-designations/indiana-state-office-of-rural-health-programs/
https://www.in.gov/health/cdpc/office-of-primary-care/health-professional-shortage-area-designations/indiana-state-office-of-rural-health-programs/
https://iaruralhealth.org/
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/providers-professionals/rural-health/primary-care-office-and-state-office-rural-health-programs
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/providers-professionals/rural-health/primary-care-office-and-state-office-rural-health-programs
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/242/Primary-Care-Rural-Health-Programs
https://medicine.uky.edu/centers/ruralhealth/kentucky-office-rural-health
https://ldh.la.gov/subhome/25
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/public-health-systems/rhpc/
https://mrhrc.org/
https://health.maryland.gov/pophealth/Pages/Rural-health.aspx
https://www.mass.gov/state-office-of-rural-health
https://hollingscancercenter.musc.edu/outreach/hpv/hpv-vaccination-van
https://www.merckhelps.com/
https://mcrh.msu.edu/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/facilities/ruralhealth/index.html
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/44,0,111.html
https://health.mo.gov/living/families/ruralhealth/
https://healthinfo.montana.edu/morh/index.html
https://www.narhc.org/narhc/default.asp
https://hpvroundtable.org/
https://www.ruralhealth.us/
https://www.ruralhealth.us/
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Rural-Health.aspx
https://med.unr.edu/rural-health
https://nhoralhealth.org/blog/dentaquest-2/hpv-vaccine-toolkit-available-for-nh-dental-offices/
https://nhoralhealth.org/blog/dentaquest-2/hpv-vaccine-toolkit-available-for-nh-dental-offices/
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/programs-services/health-care/rural-health-primary-care
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/programs-services/health-care/rural-health-primary-care
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New Hampshire HPV Free 
organization (school nurse 
toolkits) 

https://nhsna.wildapricot.org/event-4490170  
  

New Jersey State Office of Rural 
Health (NJSORH) 

https://www.nj.gov/health/fhs/primarycare/rural-health/  

New Mexico Office of Primary 
Care and Rural Health 

https://www.nmhealth.org/about/phd/pchb/oprh/  

New York State Office of Rural 
Health (Charles D. Cook Office 
of Rural Health) 

https://www.health.ny.gov/professionals/rural_health_council/  

North Carolina Office of Rural 
Health (ORH) 

https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/orh  

North Carolina Rural Health 
Research Program 

https://www.shepscenter.unc.edu/programs-projects/rural-health/  

North Dakota State Office of 
Rural Health (NDSORH) 

https://ruralhealth.und.edu/projects/state-office-of-rural-health  

NYS HPV Coalition  https://nyshpv.org/  
Ohio State Office of Rural Health 
(Ohio SORH) 

https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/state-office-of-rural-health/sorh/  

Oklahoma Office of Rural Health 
(OORH) 

https://medicine.okstate.edu/rural-health/office-of-rural-health.html  

Oregon Office of Rural Health 
(ORH) 

https://www.ohsu.edu/oregon-office-of-rural-health  

Pennsylvania Office of Rural 
Health 

https://www.porh.psu.edu/  

Project HPV Free Toolkit (college 
campus toolkit for catching 
young adults who weren't 
vaccinated as children) 
  

https://projecthpvfree.org/  

Rhode Island Office of Primary 
Care and Rural Health (OPCRH) 

https://health.ri.gov/programs/detail.php?pgm_id=27  

RUPRI Center for Rural Health 
Policy Analysis 

https://rupri.public-health.uiowa.edu/  

Rural and Minority Health 
Research Center (formerly the 
South Carolina Rural Health 
Research Center) 

https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/public_health/research/research_c
enters/sc_rural_health_research_center/  

Rural and Underserved Health 
Research Center 

https://ruhrc.uky.edu/  

Rural Health Equity Research 
Center 

https://www.etsu.edu/cph/rural-health-equity/  

SHOTRX https://shotrx901.com/ 
South Carolina Office of Rural 
Health  

https://scorh.net/rhap/ 

South Carolina Office of Rural 
Health  

https://scorh.net/rhap/ 

South Carolina Office of Rural 
Health (SCORH) 

https://scorh.net/  

South Dakota Office of Rural 
Health (SD SORH) 

https://doh.sd.gov/providers/RuralHealth/  

Southwest Rural Health 
Research Center (SRHRC) 

https://srhrc.tamu.edu/  

https://nhsna.wildapricot.org/event-4490170
https://www.nj.gov/health/fhs/primarycare/rural-health/
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/phd/pchb/oprh/
https://www.health.ny.gov/professionals/rural_health_council/
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/orh
https://www.shepscenter.unc.edu/programs-projects/rural-health/
https://ruralhealth.und.edu/projects/state-office-of-rural-health
https://nyshpv.org/
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/state-office-of-rural-health/sorh/
https://medicine.okstate.edu/rural-health/office-of-rural-health.html
https://www.ohsu.edu/oregon-office-of-rural-health
https://www.porh.psu.edu/
https://projecthpvfree.org/
https://health.ri.gov/programs/detail.php?pgm_id=27
https://rupri.public-health.uiowa.edu/
https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/public_health/research/research_centers/sc_rural_health_research_center/
https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/public_health/research/research_centers/sc_rural_health_research_center/
https://ruhrc.uky.edu/
https://www.etsu.edu/cph/rural-health-equity/
https://shotrx901.com/
https://scorh.net/rhap/
https://scorh.net/rhap/
https://scorh.net/
https://doh.sd.gov/providers/RuralHealth/
https://srhrc.tamu.edu/
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St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention 
Program (Policy Report) - 
Analysis of Public Policy 
Decisions and Factors Driving 
HPV Vaccination Coverage in 
the United States      

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-
cancer-prevention-program/analysis-hpv-vaccination-coverage-us.html 

St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention 
Program Rural HPV Vaccination 
Fact Sheet  

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-
cancer-prevention-program/resources.html   

Tennessee Office of Rural Health https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/rural-health.html  
Texas State Office of Rural 
Health 

https://www.texasagriculture.gov/Grants-Services/Rural-Economic-
Development/State-Office-of-Rural-Health  

The Center for Rural Health 
Development (West Virginia)  

https://wvruralhealth.org/about/our-team/ 

University of Minnesota Rural 
Health Research Center 

https://rhrc.umn.edu/  

Utah Office of Primary Care and 
Rural Health (Utah OPCRH) 

https://ruralhealth.health.utah.gov/  

Vermont Office of Rural Health 
and Primary Care 

https://www.healthvermont.gov/health-professionals-systems/hospitals-
health-systems/rural-health  

Vermonters Taking Action 
Against Cancer (VTAAC)  

  

Virginia State Office of Rural 
Health 

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/health-equity/division-of-rural-health/  

VT department of health HPV 
program 

  

Washington State Office of Rural 
Health 

https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-healthcare-providers/rural-
health/programs-and-services  

West Virginia State Office of 
Rural Health 

https://dhhr.wv.gov/ruralhealth/Pages/default.aspx  

Wisconsin Office of Rural Health 
(WI-ORH) 

https://worh.org/  

WWAMI Rural Health Research 
Center (WWAMI RHRC)  

https://familymedicine.uw.edu/rhrc/  

Wyoming Office of Rural Health 
(WORH) 

https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/rural/officeofruralhealth/  

Resources provided as of 1/23/2023; compiled by St. Jude HPV Cancer Prevention Program 
 
 
  

https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/analysis-hpv-vaccination-coverage-us.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/analysis-hpv-vaccination-coverage-us.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/comprehensive-cancer-center/hpv-cancer-prevention-program/resources.html
https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/rural-health.html
https://www.texasagriculture.gov/Grants-Services/Rural-Economic-Development/State-Office-of-Rural-Health
https://www.texasagriculture.gov/Grants-Services/Rural-Economic-Development/State-Office-of-Rural-Health
https://wvruralhealth.org/about/our-team/
https://rhrc.umn.edu/
https://ruralhealth.health.utah.gov/
https://www.healthvermont.gov/health-professionals-systems/hospitals-health-systems/rural-health
https://www.healthvermont.gov/health-professionals-systems/hospitals-health-systems/rural-health
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/health-equity/division-of-rural-health/
https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-healthcare-providers/rural-health/programs-and-services
https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-healthcare-providers/rural-health/programs-and-services
https://dhhr.wv.gov/ruralhealth/Pages/default.aspx
https://worh.org/
https://familymedicine.uw.edu/rhrc/
https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/rural/officeofruralhealth/


Preventing HPV Cancers in Rural Communities  •  January 2023-November 2025  •  45 

 

 
Preventing HPV Cancers with Rural Communities 

Summary Report: Progress and Continued Opportunities 
January 2023-November 2025 

 
APPENDIX B: Rural HPV Cancer Prevention Think Tank Members 

 
 

• Amy Baldwin, PhD, Professor of Microbiology/ Adjunct Associate Professor, Augusta University / 
University of Georgia Medical Partnership 

• Ryan Baltic, MPH, Program Director, The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center 
• Angelina Blank, Program Coordinator, St. Lawrence County Health Initiative, Inc., New York 
• Sherrie Booker, M.Ed., County Director, Dickson/Humphreys County, Tennessee  
• Shirley (Bella) Borghi, Executive Director & Vice Chairman, Hispanic Health Coalition of Georgia  
• Brian Boyce, MD, FACS, Physician, Emory University Hospital Midtown  
• Willian Calo Perez, PhD, JD, Assistant Professor, Director and Co-leader, Penn State College of 

Medicine  
• Jullian Causey, MHA, Public Health Analyst, Health Resources and Services Administration, Federal 

Office of Rural Health Policy 
• Casey Daniel, PhD, MPH, Director of Epidemiology and Public Health/Associate Professor of Family 

Medicine, University of South Alabama College of Medicine/University of South Alabama Health 
Mitchell Cancer Institute 

• Sabrina Ford, PhD, Associate Professor, Institute for Health Policy and Obstetrics, Gynecology & 
Reproductive Biology, College of Human Medicine, Michigan State University  

• Debra Friedman, MD, Physician, Vanderbilt University  
• Gillian Gibbs, Program Manager, Immunization Initiatives, American Academy of Pediatrics  
• Jessica Hawley, Family Health and Wellness Director, Mid-Cumberland Regional Office 
• Deanna Kepka, PhD, MPH, Associate Professor, College of Nursing & Huntsman Cancer Institute 

University of Utah 
• Lisa Klesges, PhD, MS, Professor of Surgery, Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis  
• Kiara Long, MPH, CHES, Program Manager, National HPV Vaccination Roundtable, American Cancer 

Society 
• Shillpa Naavaal, American Cancer Society, National HPV Vaccination Roundtable Emerging Leaders 

Program, University of Virginia 
• Jane Richards Montealegre, Associate Professor Behavioral Science, MD Anderson Cancer Center 
• Jennifer Moss, Assistant Professor, Penn State College of Medicine at The Pennsylvania State 

University 
• Caryn Peterson, MS, PhD, Research Assistant Professor, Epidemiology & Biostatistics, University of 

Illinois Chicago 
• Holly Rasmussen, MA, Educator, Memphis/Shelby County Schools 
• Brittany Rhynard, HPV cancer survivor, Kentucky 
• Mary Robertson, MPH, Cancer Prevention and Screening Lead, Indiana University Melvin & Bren 

Simon Comprehensive Cancer Center 
• Martha Ryan, Program Coordinator, Upstate Cancer Center Syracuse, New York 
• Stephen Thacker, MD, FAAP, Associate Professor, Medical University of South Carolina 
• Whitney Zahnd, PhD, Assistant Professor, University of Iowa 
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HPV Cancer Prevention Program St. Jude Team Members 
• Heather Brandt, PhD, Director 
• Karlisa Cryer, MPA, Medical Content Writer 
• Portia Knowlton, MHRM, Program Coordinator 
• Duha Magzoub, Program Coordinator 
• Carol Minor, Program Coordinator  
• Kasia Mitchell, Program Coordinator 
• Pragya Gautam Poudel, PhD, Postdoctoral Research Associate 
• Andrea Williams Stubbs, PhD, Administrative Director 
• Cristobal Valdebenito, Program Coordinator 
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