
HPV infections are very common. 
Nearly everyone will get HPV at some 
point in their lives. More than 42 million 
Americans are infected with types of 
HPV that are known to cause disease. 
About 13 million Americans, including 
teens, become infected each year.

The FDA approved the HPV vaccine 
in 2006 after strict clinical trials with 
tens of thousands of people. Over 
500 million doses of the vaccine have 
been given, and the CDC’s ongoing 
safety monitoring continues to show its 
efficacy.

HPV infections cause several types of 
cancer—oral or throat, cervical, anal, 
vaginal, vulvar, and penile cancers. HPV 
vaccination can prevent about 90% of 
these cancers. Screening is available 
only for 1 type—cervical cancer.

Want to learn more? Talk with your or your child’s health care provider or 
another trusted, reliable source of medical information today, and visit stjude.
org/PreventHPV.

HPV vaccination is cancer prevention. It offers a lifetime of protection 
against HPV cancers.
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HPV vaccination protects against cancers caused by human 
papillomavirus. The number of doses and timing depend on age 
and health history, with special considerations for childhood cancer 
survivors.

Dosing schedule:

• Ages 9-14: 2 doses, 6-12 months apart 

• Ages 15-26: 3 doses - second dose 1-2 months after first, third dose 6   
months after first 

• Ages 27-45: Consult health care provider about vaccination 

Important notes:

• HPV vaccine is available for free or at reduced cost through most 
insurance plans 

• Complete all recommended doses for best protection against HPV 
cancers

HPV vaccination has 
reduced HPV infections 
and prevented HPV 
cancers. Studies from 
other countries show 
eliminating HPV cancers 
beginning with cervical 
cancer as a public health 
concern is possible as a 
public health goal.

High-risk HPV infections cause 
around 5% of all cancers 
worldwide:

• 99% of cervical cancer 	

• 91% of anal cancer

• 75% of vaginal cancer	

• 69% of vulvar cancer	

• 70% of oral or throat cancers	

• 63% of penile cancer

2. HPV vaccination
    works 

3. HPV infection causes 
    more than 40,000 cases of 
    cancer each year in the    
    United States

1. HPV affects everyone—both 	  	
    males and females

6 Reasons to Get Your Child
Vaccinated Against HPV

4. HPV vaccination is safe

5. HPV vaccination is cancer   
     prevention

6. On-time HPV vaccination is critical for long-lasting   	    	
     protection  
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